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THE SEAT OF 

HIS GRACE 
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DUKE OF MARLBOROUGH. 

To which is prefixed) 

BLENHEIM, a Poem. 



-not the vale 



Of Temp E, fam'd in fong, nor Ida's grove 
Such beauty boafts. 

Lord Lyttblton's Blenheim. 

^/ fait aimer Us cbamptf fait aimer la verm, 
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THEIR GRACES, 

The Duke and Duchefs of Maril>orough, 

THIS PERFORMANCE 

IS MOST RESPECTFULLY INSCRIBED; 

AS AN HUMBLE TESTIMONY OF PROFOUND 

VENERATION 

FCR WHATEVER IS AMIABLE IN PRIVATE LIFE, 

OR CAPABLE OF REFLECTING REAL LUSTRE 
ON EXALTED RANK; 



BY THEIR GRACES 



MOST DEVOTED, AND 



MOST OBEDIENT HUMBLE SERVANT, 

W. M A V O R. 



( vii ) 



ADVERTISEMENT.. 



* I "^HE favourable reception with 
-*- which the Public has honoured 
this Performance having rendered a 
new edition neceffary, the Author 
has thrown the whole into another 
form; and by a revifipn of the 
Poem, and a very considerable en- 
largement of the Defcription, has 
adapted it for the general conveni- 
ence and information of the nume- 
rous and refpecflable vilitors of Blen- 
heim, which include almoft every 
perfoh of condition in thefe king- 
doms, and all the foreigners of 

a % quality 
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quality who travel into England. 
Thankful for the indulgence already 
experienced', he has been anxious to # 
repay it by every attention in his 
power to gratify the curiofity of his 
Patrons ; and he is not without 
hopes, that the Defcription he now 
fubmits to the teft of, impartiality 
will prove fufEciently minute to di- 
rect fpedtators to the moft beautiful 
objeds when prefent, and to revive 
their impreiOSon when loft. 

If in this he fhould have unfortu- 
nately failed, he fhall yet retain the 
confcious fatisfadtion of having nei- 
ther gratified fpleen, nor intentionally 
flattered error. The frequent review 
of the illuftrious fcfenes defcribed, 
has given him a pleafure which 
no refledioQ can diminifh ; and 

though 



( ix ) 

though envy or malevolence may 
depreciate the merits of the compo- 
fition, they can never be able to de- 
tradl from the innocence of the pur- 
fuits. 

Woodftock Academy, 
July ift, 1789. 
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GENERAL INFORMATION. 

Blenheim may be feen every 
afternoon from three to five o'clock^ 
except on Sundays, and public days^ 
vsrhich ufually commence the firft 
Tuefday in Auguft, and continue for 
fix fucceffive Tuefdays. 

The Park and Gardens, on pro- 
r / application, will be fliewn at any 
iiour of the day, except during the 
time of divine fervice on Sunday. 



LOCAL Poetry is a Speciea of Compofition, 

of which the fundamental Subje£l is fome particular 

Landfcapc to be poetically defcribed, with the Adr 

dition of fuch EmbelUlhments as may be fupplicd 

by hiftorical Retrofpedlion, or incidental Medita- 

tion. 

Johnson. 



ARGUMENT. 

Invocation and Addrefs to Chaucer, the Father of 
Englifh Poetry — Scene, a May Morning — Sub- 
je£l propofed — ^Ancient Pakcc-— Alfred — Henry 

II.— Rofamond— The Black Prince— The Prin- 
cefs Elizabeth — Modem Improvements — Blen- 
,heim — Paintings — Apoftrophe to Artifts — Ta- 
peftry — Addrefs to George Duke of Marlborough 
— Noon — A View from the Triumphal Gate near 
Woodftock — Churchill's Pillar — Charader— 
Woodftock — Origin of the Echo — Evening — 
Flower Baflvct — Cafcade— Refledlion — Fountain 
— High Lodge — Landfcape — Oxford — Conclu- 
fion. 



BLENHEIM: 



OEM. 



TMMORTAL Chaucer! from Elysiam 

bowers, 
Where Pkafure^s Sun illumes the light-wing'd 

hours ; 
Where deathlefs wreaths poetic brows entwine^ 
Nor Envy blafts the honours (rf* the Nine ; 
Propitious lift I-^Thy once-lov'd haunts explore^ 
Where raptur'd Mufes caught thy lays of yore ; 
When fweeteft notes made vocal every grove, 
And every echo whifper'd heartfelt love. 

B Firft. 
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Flrft-born of bards! when Fancy paints thy 
name, 
I catch contagion from thy h^low'd feme ; lo 
Through all my foul devolves Ambition's tide. 
With thee, down future years, I feem to glide: 
My little bark gains impulfe from thy oar, 
Quits the low ftrand, and feeks the Mufes' (bore. 

ft 

O blefs'd in fortune ! and in fame too blefs'd, 15 
By kings and princes honoured and carefs'd ! 
If e'er thy gentle fpirit hovers near, 
Thy humble fuppliant mikUy deign to hear : 
On me, the meaneft of the tuneful throng. 
Pour dawn thy fire, and elevate my fong s 20 
O'er every line thy infpiration throw, 
.And teach nny numbers, like my theoie, to glow I 
Now opening morn the orient decks with red, . 
A^ ev^l^ ft»r of fijver light is fled ; 
Soft venial gaks difpenfe a fweet perfume, 2$ 
^od fmiliflg Flora wantons in her bloom : 
la vfcdant vefture fields and trees appear, 
Unjw»ber'd beautt^js paint th^ genial year; 

White 
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While choral lays, from all die featherM train, 
Swell the fweet concert, and delight the plain. 30 
Through fhady thickets trips the timid f^wn. 
The nimble doe bounds brifldy o*er the lawn ; 
The woolly race to early pkfture creeps 
And liquid gems from every green blade fweep. 
Acrofs the vifta limps the watchful hare, 35 

And ftarts, and trembles at the fportive air ; 
Surveys my fteps, then meditates her flight, 
Seeks the clofe covert, and avoids my fight. 

Fear hot, ye painted tenants of the grove, 
Purfue your fong, and celebrate your love ! 46 
Fly not, ye fawns \ no hoftile arms I bear, 
My heart too feeling to increafe your fear 5 
My hands too pure to rob the warbler's neft, 
The yoiing to cage, or wound the tuneful breaft ! 
No tyrant deeds my early fleps intend, 45 

In me behold your lover and your friend. 
The Mufes' votary, warm*d by Nature's chdrms, 
To paint HER beauties — ^not to fpread alarms. 

Enchanting Nature ! miftrefs of my hearty 
Thy form I bear in every vital part; 50 

B 2 Enraptured 
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Enraptured trace thee, in each circling view^ 
Through every fcene thy devious ftcps purfue ; 
And as I range, through diiFerent objeds toft, 
Awhile from Memory^s page my ills are loft ; 
Hope's ardent eye her fruitlefs profpeds leaves. 
Nor fond Reflection meditates and grieves. 
Let others fing of Tempers bloomy vale, 
Indostan*s fhades,S abba's fpicy gale; 
In vifionary blifs with Plato rove 
Through Academus' confecrated grove;] 60 
Purfue the windings of Ilyssus' ftream. 
Or, luird by Mufes, on Parna*ssus dream : 
Enough for me, amid thefe vernal bowers. 
To fmg of Nature's fweets, and Blenheim's 

towers ; 
Enough for me, the minutes to beguile ♦, 65 
And, O! too much^ if MARLBOROUGH 

deign to fmile ! 

^ This Poem was originaUy written during the intervals 
that illnefsy of which the Author has an ample ihare, gave 
him a necelfary relaxation from more important avoca- 
tions ; or when he fled to the aUeviations of verfe, as an 
amtidote for the preflure of care. 

Where 
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Where yon fpread trees wave o'er the cryftal 
ftream. 

And (hew inverted by the folar beam ; 

There, where the margin's daify-mantled fide 

Shelves down to kifs the congregated tide, 70 

An ancient palace flood, the lov'd retreat 

Of Britain's monarchs from the toils of ftate ; 

Where, dropt the weight of diademic power, 

The king, in private, fpent the tranquil hour ; 
New fchemes contriv'd, or ponder'd on the paft. 

Nor felt Time flowly lag, nor fly too fkft. 
Here facred Alfred, viftor of his foes, 
Indulg'd a ftudious, and a mild repofe; 
Undrew the veil that wrapt the moral page. 
And footh'd by claffic arts a barbarous age ; 80 
Bade Science bloom with renovated grace, 
And clafp the Mufes in a clofe embrace. 

Here valiant Henry, crown'd by War and Love> 
Form'd the lam'd labyrinth, and rear'd the grove ; 
In fcenes of dalliance funk the hero's fire, 85 
And wak'd to Clifford's charms th' ignoble 
lyre. 

B 3 But 
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But not that ^tnn, which fhook each hoftile-ftatc ; 
' That fword, refiftlefs as the blow of Fate ; 
From jealous Rage could fave .this lovely flower, 
And ftay vindiftive Eleonor a's power : 90 
Frail beauty falls— rthe king diflblves in tears, 
And mourns the burden of the crown he wears. 

Ill-fated fair ! by Henry led aftray, 
And taught to tread Sedu6lion's thorny way; 
LurM froQi parental arms, ere Prudence' call 95 
Fix'd Virtue's wifli, or piftur'd Vice's M 5 
Immur'd by Love in folitary bowers, 
And doom'd to wither, like the defert flowers ! 
Oft as the Mufe, when evening fhades prevail. 
And balmy fragrance loads thq paf&ng gale, 100 
With ftudious fteps thy once lov'd haunts furveys> 
Thy tragic fate excites her moral lays ; 
Compaffion's veil conceals Pollution's ftain. 
And Pity's tear bedews thy guilty reign. 

And can the Mufe, as through the mift of years 
Time's lengthened vifta to her view appears. 
Forget to ftrew an Edward's honour'd herfe 
With the fmall tribute of a plaufive verfe ; 

Forget 
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Forget the Prince's worth, the Hero's fire^ 
Nor wake to patriot warmth the tuneful lyre 7 

lUuftriotis Ed Ward ! <)h diy nalal hout, 
With partial afpei^ {boae each beavtfiily power : 
Peac£ from her olive throne triuAphant fiing,. 
And fierce Bellona many a poeao rung; 
The gentle Arts with a^iprobation finil'd, 1 15 
And War's wild offspring hail'd their &vourite 
child. 

O, fitted, or to flune in martial pride^ 
When hoftile legions prefs on every fide ; 
Or give to Science all her native charms. 
And conquer Minds by Reason's nobler arms ! 
Fain would the Mufe a lafting wreath entwine, 
To deck with vivid blc>om thy. brow divine: 
Fain would fhe fifig of Poictiers' tented fiield, 
And with the Lily grace thy (able (hield ; 
But Nature's charms recal her wild career, 125 
And fix her, ardent, to a meeter fphere. 

What hofts of heroes, loft in whelming Time^ 
Have grac'd Uiy margin, foft meandering G t yme ! 

B 4 What 
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What trains of beauties, on thy willow'd fide, 
Have trippM the velvet lawn in virgin pride ! 130 
What fplendid rolls rf kings and queens appear. 
Who once Ihed kindcft, brighteft luftre here ! 
What tuneful lays entranc'd the liftening fwain, 
What fhouts of joy made vocal all the plain : 
When (hone ike court in all the blaze of ftate, 
And Pleafure fmil'd upon the regal feat : 
When every wifli with every joy was crowned. 
And hovering Cupids fpread their wings around ! 

Yet cannot Birth, or Fortune's powerful claim, 
Beauty's fair form, or Virtue's heavenly flame, 
From Life's fell cares their lov'd pofleflfors free ; 
Elfe, why, Eliza, frown'd the Fates on thee ? 
Why dropp'd the tear, as from the lattice feen. 
The rural maiden, fmging, crofs'd the green ? 
But that you felt the crime of being great, 145 
And grac'd a prifon, ere you rul'd a ftate ! 

Thofe fcenes are vanifh'd — ^fcarce a trace re- 
mains. 
And fcarce one veftige Nature's face retains. 

Oblivion 
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Oblivion broods upon the levell'd lawn, 
And fly the tints by Hiftory's pencil drawn. 150 ' 
The turf- grown Palace {hews no antique tower ; 
Nor wail the Loves in Rosamond a's Bower : 
A Spring alone preferves her ill-ftarr'd name, 
Recals her beauty, and confirms her fliame ; 
Thus Arethuisa rolls recording waves, 155 
And where (he (hone, the peaceful precinds laves. 

But let, not Fancy droop, or (jenius grieve, 
That ancient fcenes no bold impreifion leave. 
Though Albion's kings relinquifh Woodstock's 

(hades, 
Their partial prefence ftill our (pirits glades 5 

And George and Charlotte, brighteft, hap- 
pieft p^ir ! 

Have own'd the magic of thefe objefts fair :— 
Have felt the charm of Beauty link'd with Tafte j 
And Worth congenial to their own embracM *. 
Lift the rapt eye ! fee ftately Blenheim rife, 
And point fublime her turrets to the ikies. 

• Alluding to the Royal Vifit in 1786. 

Imperial 
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Imperial Blenheim ! in vi^iofe ample rounds 
United ftrength and majefty are found ^ 
At once the monument of arms and arts. 
The Hero's meed^ the pledge of British hearts; 
Till Time's remoteft ftage^ defign'd to provej 
A Churchill's valour, and a Nation's love. 

What fplendid columns fhine in mafTy rows. 
With how much art the chillers labour glows ! 
What daedal (kill in every part appears, 175 

While Architecture, pleas'd, her h^ up- 

. rears. 
And boafts the vigour of a Vanbrugh's mind, 
As Anna's bounty, vaft, and unconfin'd ! 

And could my Verfe pourtray each work of 

tafte. 
With the fame charms their beauties fire my 

breaft, x8o 

Attention, rapt, would liften to my fong. 
And Time's laft voice the living notes prolong : 
But who can count the dew-drops on the fpray^ 
Or twinkling lights that ftrew the Milky Way ? 

, Who 
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Who can embrace all Science' &cred lore. iZf 
Unlock her fpirings, and rifle aU ber ftore ? 

Here Painting ihews the wonders rf her art» 
Gains on the fenfe, and captivates the heart; 
From mimic Pencils new creations rife. 
Start into .life> ^and wear it's native dyes ; 196 
Bold as the form Prometheus taught to move^ 

When Heaven's dread lightning he withdrew from 

JOYE. 

Hail, ye great Artifts ! whofe enchanting fkill 
Can mould the Paffions, and controul the Will: 
Kot to tfajB Eye your labours are addreft,— » sxjg 
They boaft an influence o'er the human fireafti 
For while, entrane'd, each happy touch we view^ 
The Moral Sense becomes reform'd by you : 
Beauty and Order, Harmony and Eafe, 
Unite to polilh» as they tend to pleafe. 200 

Here Brussels' looms their boafted (kill dif- 

play. 
And tapeftry armies ftand in long array. 
The vivid tints with War's dread horrors burn : 
Here^ Grief and Shame; there. Rage and. Fury. 

turn; - The 
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The lengthened march, the rampartsr rife to fight. 
And ail the kindling glories of the fight. 

Warm'd into life, immortal Churchill glows, 
And deals deftruftion on Britannia's foes ; 
The patriot ardour gliftens in his face;— 
Fair ALBION's fons difplay their native grace ; 
While humbled FRANCE a deadly pale o'er- 

(hades. 
Dim rife her Chiefs, her meteor fplendour fades v — 
Tallard a captive — numbers find a grave. 
And numbers fink beneath the If trian wave. 
Her nK)narch's buft with embleinS compafs'd 

round, 215 

From Tournay torn, is rais'd on .British 

ground; 
A glorious trophy to the vi^fior's fame,— 
A lafting record of the Gallic fhame. 

See, where the fedgy Glyme inglorious ftray'd. 
The fpacious lake extend, the white cafcade ! 220 
See bold Ri altos verdant hills conjoin. 
And chaften'd I'afte confirm each fair defign! 
See waving woods their aged arms difplay. 

And quivering fun-beams Ihed a partial day ; 

Long 
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Long viftas (hooting from the wondering eyes,ai5 
And bloom perennial poor unnumber'd dyes .! 
See flower-crown'd Flora fpread her lucid train. 
And give to Bsaut,y all the fmiling plain ; 
While fylvan Pan, amid the (hady treeS) 

Joins in the concert with the fwelling breeze. 230 

Elyfian Scene ! by noble Spencer lov'd, 
Whofe tafte completes what Nature hM ^p- 

prov'd. 

•By him, yon groves the ruffct flopes adorn. 

That catch the golden tinge of early morn ; 

« 

By him, thebloflbm'd ihrub, the blooming flower. 
From blended fweets reviving incenfe pour ; 
By him, the cryftal lake is taught to ftray. 
Where yielding valleys point a ready way ; 
By him, the rough cafcade, with deafening r6ar. 
To liquid .elements defcribes a ihore ; 240 

While winds the whiten'd wave through flowery 

meads. 
And filver fwans difport among the reeds* 
Illuftrious Name ! to every virtue d^ar. 
Whom all the good muft love, the bad revere : 

Unwarp*d 
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Unwarp'd by Grandeur's foft, fcdu&ive lure, 245 
And arm'd by Reafbn, from her arts iecure j 
For once, from wild Caprice, kind Fortune free, 
Showers down her choiceft gifts, unblam'd, on 

thee. 
'Tis not thy titles that command our love, 
*Tis not thy fplendour that the wife approve ; 250 
But *tis thy native worth, thy noble mind. 
That glows with charity for all mankind ! 

Wealth, power, and titles— pageants of a day, ' 
UngracM widi merit, flied a feeble ray. 
iSoon finks the fame, not rais'd on true.defert, I55 

And all the praife, that lives not in the heart ; 
Soon finks the pride from anceftry that flows :-— 
The fplendid villains are but public fhows ; 

Awhile they blaze, and catch the fimple eye, 
Then melt in air, like meteors in the fky ! 260 
Not thus Nobility, vnth Worth conjoined, 
It's luflre fpreads, and leaves a track behind* 
The gifts of Fortune in a good man's power. 
Are but the friendlefs wretch's certain dower ; 

They 
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They raife the languid, wipe Affli£lioii*s tear— 
Such) noble Marlborough ! fhlne thy bounties 
here. 
Thrice happy Man ! whom rural honours pleaie. 
The charms of Science, and the fweets of Eafe. 
Bleft with a Russel's love, in whom combine 
The fplendid virtues of her noble line ; 270 

Bleft with an offspring, lovely as* the day 
That opes the rofy mprn of gentle May ; 

You hear, unmov'd. Ambition's founding call, 
Mark her fteep progrefs, and avoid her fall : 

State's gilded trappings to the vain you leave, 275 
Nor court the plaudits which the bold receive;— » 
The tnieft Patriot in the Man is feen. 
From each extreme you keep the golden mean* 
With Genius warm'd, with Independence bleft, 
Your's are the joys, which Virtue loves to tafte; 
The clofe-drawn ties, the Friend, the Father 

knows. 
The heartfelt blifs from mutual lov& that flows^^ 
The generous glow Benevolence, awakes, . . 
When cherifh'd Merit blefles, and partakes* 

The 
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The ardent fun now pours meridian heat, 285 

To leafy coverts paiiting herds retreat ; 
The rural train frequent the cryftal fpring, 
Or, fann'd by Zephjnrs, in the cool fliade firig ; 
While near yon portal, whofe triumphal round 
Opes the fweet profpefts of Elyfian ground, 290 
With raptur'd eye, I take my filent ftaind. 
To paint the glowing view on every hand. 

Full in the front, the palace towers fublime, 
And mocks the ravages of wreckfiil Time : 
It's gilded orbs refleft Apollo's ray, 295 

And ihed abroad an artificial day ; 
Low at it's feet, the verdant carpet lies, 
Shrubs, trees, and flowers, in fair confufion rife ; 
While hovering Genii confecrate the ground, 
And (jpread prote£ting influence around, 300 

There winds the lake through deep embofom'd 
vales, 
Whence winged Zephyr draws refrefhing gales. 
And lo ! fublime, th' aerial column fhevirs, 

How Churchill conquer'd, and how funk his 
foes. ^ 

The 
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The Roman Eagles at his feet difpread, 305 

Tell how Germani A owns his faving aid : 
Thcf long infcriptions dignify his name. 
And roufe Brit AitNi A*s fons to emulate his fame. 

Immortal Chief ! of Albion's ifle the pride, 
By martial deeds to greateft names allied, 310 
Renown'd for valour, as for mercy lov'd. 
The higheft pitch of human blifs you prov'd ; 
Gain'd the fair meed, without the confcious ftain, 
And wore the laurel, unalloyed with pain. 
Unlike thofe pefts, who fought for fame alone, 3x5 
To flave a nation, or to mount a throne ; 
You drew the fword, the injured to defend. 
To aid the helplefs, and the prdud to bend. 
Be this your fame— nor could the favouring Nine 
Grace with a praife, more noble, more divine. 3:^0 

Here WooDSTocic, erft amid the fylvan fcene % 
Lifts her high brow, and, happy, fmiles ferene : 
Woodstock, belov'd by Dian's huntrefs train, 
What time thofe fhades confefsM the Goddefs* 
reign. 

* It was formerly withio the liimts ff WhicjiwMd Forcft. 

C Oft 
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Oft on this banki ^^ w^^ry Pomr ropoi'4 jaS 

Oft to the ftream her YirgtA limbs difclos'd } 
Around their queen the duteous njFinphs rejoice, 

Mark her keen eye, and watch her favouring 

voice 5 
Attend the fummons, join the rapid chace, 
And bear their fpoils triumphant to this place. 330 
Among the reft,- fair Galatea ihone. 
Whom DiAN honoured with the veftal zone. 
Her, midft the woods, in early childhood loft, 
The goddefs found, and cherifhM in her hoft i 
The graceful quiver deck'd her youthful fide, 335 

Her fnowy hands the feather*d (hafts fupply'd. 
Firft in the chace, unrivall'd in the dance, 
SkillM or to fing, or dart the quivering lance ; 
Fram feireft nymphs (he bore away the prize, 
And wak'd p^le Envy in the brighteft eyes. 340 
To rooted Malicei pining Envy turns, 
With fell revenge each fickening bofom burns ; 
Each look was watehM, each word explained away. 
And foul-moutfa'd Slander ftain'd her brighteft 

^ Inventive 
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Inventive Scandal tells her foothing tale, 345 
Imputed crimes Diana's ears aflail ; 
But ftill the goddefs heard the tale with fcorn, 
And ftill frefli wreaths her fevxHirite's brows adorn. 
Itchanc'd, ojiedajr, the chace was long and hot^ 
Each nymph ww tir'd, and foujs^t the coaling 

Diana ey'd them widi a parent's care^ 
Alone her beft-lov'd maid was wanting there.. 
A crud finile now plays on, every face, 
And buzxii^ Scandal flQs Ae fecred place : 
This feigns, whom Galatea ftray'd to meet j-*. 
That, Jays an ardent lorer at her feci ;— 
Another dwells 00 every deed of fliame. 
And points to views which virgins ihould not 

name* 
All urge their fwt~tbc ftir is doom'd to fall. 
Should Difc4)edicm:e wait Diama's calL 360 

Th^ winding horn alarm'd the foreft round, 
No voice refpoufive echo'd to the found— 

A furious boar Oie urg'd with fetal zeal, . 
Andxhas'd him, foaming, with rcROkb ikd ; 

C 2 Far 
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Far from the ufual haunts fhe eager ftray'd, 365 
Nor heard the fummons of the Delian maid. 
Refentment, quick, ufurps the place of love. 

And thrice Diana fwore, by Stygian Jove, 
To pour down vengeance on the wandering fiur, ' 
And blaft her, heedlefs, in her wild career. 370 
The goddefs fpoke — ^her great revenge decrees-^* 
Each eye beams pleafure, and each voice agrees. 

Transformed to Echo, Galatea mourns. 
And ftill with fruitlefs care the call returns. 
Deep in yon hill, the pining virgin dwells, 375 
And floods with ceafelefs tears her darkfome cells; 
'But, doom'd by Di an's wrath, her vocal tongue 
Paints the gay pleafures of the fportive young ; 
Dwells on the joys her fate forbids to tafte. 
Or foothes with kindred voice the wretch's breaft. 
Oft, too, the fhepherd tries her mimic powers, 
When fa))le night unfolds it's tranquil hours ; 
And oft, the ftranger ftarts, and wildly hears 
Her frequent murmurs vibrate on his ears. 

Now from the lake the cooling breezes play s 
The lengthening (hadows fye^k declining day i 

A milder 
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A milder glory decks the crimfonM groves, 
And paints the fcene that Contemplation loves. 
From daily toil returns the happy hind, 
Teace in his eye, compofure in his mind, 390 
Content with Fortune's parfimonious ftore, 
And wife, in ignorance, to aik no more. 
The wheeling bat now trims her leather wings ; 
Lov*d Philomela tunes her voice and fings : 
A mute attention waits her melting flxain, 395 
And fweeteft rivals own their art is vain. 

The fcene invites — ^frcfli beauties yet in view, 
Bid me, enraptur'd, ftill my theme purfue. 
Through winding paths I gain- the realms of 

flowers. 
Where Art and Nature boaft their blended powers; 
Where Marlbro' feeks to (hun riie fultry heat^ 
And wooes fair Science to his foft retreat ; 
Where all the Loves in Spencers turn their eyes, 
Crop the frelh bud, or mark it's opening dyes ; 
Midft gayeft fwcets the vacant hours beguile, 405 
And rob and rival Flora's richeft fpoil. 

C 3 Bring 
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Bring every flower from Tmth'j pcfennia! bed, 
To weave a crown for Carolika's ♦ head : 
Depi£t each' virtue beaming from her eye, 
Fond love, firm faith, and mild complacency i 410 
Let every grace and every charm be feen, 
All that we love in Britain's facred Queen ; 
All that in Charlotte can delight, endear. 
Then (hall each heart confefs the likeneTst here* 

Onward I pa&^the White cafeade appears, 445 
The found of waters rufhes on mine ears : 
Down the fteep fall devolve the foaming tides, 
Unfading verdure clothes th' afpiring fides. 
Emblem, of life ! where waves on waves arife. 
While Hope looks up, and views ferener fkies ; 
Where ftill die troublous fea inceflant roars» 
And fliU Hope flatters, as we eye the ihores. 
' Happy the man ! to whom the breath of Heaven 
A welUtun'd foul<^-« temper'd mind has given. 
Happy the man 1 whofe icnttmental breafl 41^5 
To ertry bleffing givea a higher ZfA s 

* Duchefs of Marlborough. 

On 
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On every charm a brightsr luftrc throW% 
And adds new fweetneft to the dam^jfk rofe* 
He frome^h o6^eft dfaws fome healing baloii*-^ 
Prom each fiur fcene fome antidote to calm ; 430 
Finds Art and NATyRfe in thdr every guife, 
Frau^t with attra&ion* to enchant his eyes -, 
Enjoys the trea&res that the rich poflefs. 
And makes their fplendor minifter to blefs. 

Sueh be my mind ! Alas^my prayer Is vain : 435 
I feel the good, but ftill recur to pain* 
No envy waftes me for another's wealth, 

r 

His weal, his fortune, happinefs, or healdi; 
No fordid paffions o'er my foul prevail. 
Yet Blifs abjures to waft me on it^ gale. 440 
For I have knoWn the ills that life moleft> 
The frame too tender, — ^the too feding breaft ;'*- 
The fenfe too riice — the warm ingenuous gloW 
That fptirns at viee, yet pants to heal its woe : 
For 1 have known the fondeft, deareft ties 445 
Torn from my heart, and ravifh'd from my eyes j ' 
in forrow funk, hung o'er my children's grave, 
And wail'd whom Providence refus'dto fave. 

C 4 Yon 
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Yon noble foiintain, in the valley placM, 
Allures my fteps, and fpeaks Italia's tafte. .450 
There River-gods reclined at cafe explore 
A fcene more lovely than their native (bore ; 
Confefs Hesperia boafts no charms that vie 
With the bright landfcapes which around them 

lie* 
Long had this fabric prefsM th* inglorious ground. 
Each beauteous fculpture felt of Time the wound. 
The mangled Figures prov'd the vulgar fcorn, 
Tofs'd into corners, ufelefs and forlorn. 
Great Spencer faw — he bade the pile afcend, 
Each part refume it's office and it*s end i 460 
The marble gods enjoy their deftin'd feat ; 
The fpacious bafon open at their feet* 
Now the grand whole, the eyes of Tafte detains. 
And one more beauty decorates thefe plains. 

With hafty ftep I quit the vale below, 465 
And gain the Lodge that crowns the mountain's 

brow, p 

Where.dying Wilmot caught Religion's flame, 
And breath'd contrition for a life of ihame : 

Cpn* 
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Condemn'd his wit^ revbk'd his follies p^. 
And fix'd bis anchor on the ikies at laft. 470 
Enchanting fite ! Hence every rural fweet, 
^And every natural charm, delight to meet. 
Hence, to the eye, the landfcape opens wide i 
The dancing fpirits roll a quicker tide. 

Around new objefts prompt th* excurfive lay ; . 
The gently winding ftream, the meadow gay ; 
The fmiling village, funk in leafy {hades. 
That juft unfolds it's low roofs through the glades^ 
The fplendid fe^t, the tower, the (hining fpire, 
And hills that catch the fun's departing fire ; 480 
The fylvan fcene, where erft, in iairer days, 
To Nature's charms I poui^'d the heartfelt 

lays ♦ : 
Oxonia's fanes, of every art the feat. 
Of every Mufe the lov'd, the bleft retreat 5 
Where worth and learning in a Bathurst's 
mind 48 s 

With kindeft manners, nobleft fenfe are join'd. 

« See Ode to Nature, written in Whichwood Foreft. 

Where 
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Where tuneful Wartov thefe wqak "virarbliiigs 

hears, 
"Nor lends to decent drains fiiftidfous ears. 

The grateful heart to Smith with ardoor 

turn«> 
For whom aflFe6t)on undiminifli'd burnd, 4^0 
Friend-of my health) and patron firft rever'd, 

Andftill bykindncA as concern endear'd. 

O may fair Si:x£)Rc£ in thefe precin^s fmile, 
And (bed her luftre o'er this happy ifle : 
To guard the Iaw$9 religion's flame maintain, 
Still naay worth iflue from her fbftering rei j;n« 
Rais'd as a batilei: 'gainft tli' infidious hand, 
Here may the Chrifiian chieftains take their 

ftand ; 
Repel the arrows of the threatening foe, 
And bring the champions of confufion low. 500 
For atbeifts dark, and irreligion loofe. 

Four pointlefs wit, or feafon rank abufe \ 
Dare the dread Sot^RsiGN in his high abode, 
And mock the vengeance of a jealous God. 

And 



(27) 

And worfe than they— a train, with learning 

blind, 505 

Would fcan Omniscience, and explore his 

mind ; 
From Scripture move th* authenticating feal. 
And wreft its maxims to their partial zeal ; 
Find a new track, abjure the faithful guide, 
And rufli on heaven with arrogance and pride. 

But tir'd the Mufe, fhe droops her vagrant wing. 
Nor dares on themes of high import to fing ; 
Content to fkim the fcene with haftening eye. 
Which future bards fliall equal to the (ky ; 
With happier verfe fecure eternal fame, 5 15 

When loft, perhaps, my numbers and my name. 
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B L E N H E I M, 



THE Palace or Cattle of Blen- 
heim, one of the moft mag- 
nificent piles of architedture in this 
kingdom, and perhaps in the whole 
world, (lands in the fineft part of one 
of the fineft counties in England, 
within half a mile of the borough of 
New Woodftock ; diftant about eight 
miles from the Univerfity of Oxford, 
and fixty-four from London. The 
fiirrounding country is fertile and ir- 
riguous^ adorned with woods^ and 

4 abound- 
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abounding with feats of the nobility 
and gentry ; the air is pure, mild, and 
falubrious ; and all the neceflaries and 
many of the elegancies * of life are 
plentiful and choice. 

Blenheim was built at the public 
cxpence,in the reign of Queen Anne, 
by whom, with the concurrence of 
Parliament, which voted half a million 
for its completion, it was conferred, 
together with the annexed demefnes^ 
on the moft illuft>ious John Duke of 
Marlborough, as a teftimony of 
royal favour and national gratitude 
for his tranfcendent fervices, and the 
many fignal vid:ories he had gained 
over the French and Bavarians, par- 
ticularly that near the village of Blen- 
heim, on the banks of the Danube, 
from which this noble palace receives 
its name. Thisvidtorybeingatchieved 
on the: fecond da;^ of Auguft, 1 704, 

it 
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it was cnadcd, " That on the fame 
day of every year far ever, the inhe- 
ritors of his Grace's honours and 
tkles ihould ceoder at Windsor to 
her Majefty, her heirs and fucceflbrs, 
one fiandard or colours/ with diree 

fleurSfde^-lis painted thereon, as an 
acquittance for all manner of rents, 
fuit3, aod fervices, due to the Crown*" 

The archited: of Blenheim was 
Sir John Vaicb.ru.gh, wlio, though 
he has ^peijiaps been jufliy blamed for 
tiie h^avlnefs of his genial defigns, 
waSt at k^A Aand acquitted in this 
il#an?^f when it is confidered th«t 
flj^gth.a^ durahility were principal 
obj^i^s to be regarded, in a pile in- 
tefided to remaio a mojc^ument of 
^^ritiOi yalottr mi Br ki<b gencrofity, 
till tb* rftiBOtoft p©rig4aof time • Ac- 
cordingly w« fipd both the pUa and 
the e«eicution excellently adapted to 

P anfwer 
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anfwer thofe momentous purpofes;' 
and while the more modern and fli€wy 
fabrics are only the boaft of an age, 
Blenheim feems calculated to ftand 
uninjured by the lapfe of years, and 
to excite the admiration of foreigners 

as well as natives, ijn proportion as it 
is better known. 

« 

But Vanbnigh does not Hand in 
need of the poor compliment of an 
apology for his defign, — ^he deferves 
very conliderable applaufe for his 
judgment in a circumftance which has 
chiefly expofed him to the cenfure of 
pretended critics: he has rendered 
this ftru£kure chara£teriftic and ex- 
preffive of its deflination. Its mafly 
grandeur, its fpacious portals, and it* 
lofty towers, recal the ideas of defence 
and fecurity; with thefe we naturally 
aflfociate the herb for whom it was 

erefted, 
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creded, ahd thus find it emblematic 

of his taletits and purfuits. 

From Woodftock, the ufual ap- 
proach^ we enter the park through a 
triumphal arch, or fpacious portal of 
the Corinthian, order, raifed to the 
memory of John Duke of Marlbo- 
rough, by Sarah his Duchcfs ; and 
charged with the following infcrip^ 
tion, on the fide next Woodftock : 

Porta haee extrv8a eft annofofi ohitvm tllvftrtffimt 

yohanntsDvci's de Marlhorovgh jv/fv atqve av/ftctis 

Stirae cotyvgh (UltStjfftmae evi te/iamento commendavit 

opera 
^yiivs vhimam Ipfe manvm non impofoerat, 

^atita/verint dvch in rempuiBcam merita tngrejfo Hbi 
PIvribvs dicet coivmna qvam pptimae conju^ pUtas 

poni volvit 
Vt perenne ejfet ipfiut gloriae foaeqve dileSionu 

monvmetUvm* * 

A» D« MDCCXXIII^ 

Towards the park is the fubfequent 

tranflation; 

Di rhu 
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^iisgate Kvat Mltfbeyear after the death of the mofi 

iUufrkrtft 
John Dvke of Marlhorov^h hy order of Sarah his mo/f 

bejoved wife 
To whom he left the f ok SreSkon-ofdfe tnofty ihingi 

'^hefervices of this great man to his covntry thepltlar 

Wkljtfllyti^ nsAicb^he JUmduft bi^ er^Sed for aiafliaig 

Jj^onvm^t ofkifghryan^hsr afedion^ to Um^ 

MPCCXXIII. 

Og entering the park, one of the. 
moft enchanting profpeds in nature 
difclpfes itfelf to ouf view. The Pa*- 
tACB appears in froat, the towers of 
which rife into the horizon ; on the 
left, part of the borough of WooB- 
ST^CK; on the dght, a broad asid 
deep valley, through which flows a 
river of ^qual e^j^tent^ with bpld ^v^ 
winding fhores, at a proportionate 
diftance interf€<9jed, but vifibly not 
terminakted by a Bridge pf corre- 
fpondingmagnificence to the grandeur 

of 
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of th6 fcese^;- a fweBing bWfi, €r6Wne4 
wch af fiapgrfef ^nd lofty -CoLuirfN, 
tfili(5b tea«?«f th« taJfe^ trees fh« feem 
crowding totmd h!i» hs^e ^t ani immenfe 
diftancc below,« while light clumps, 
ihady grovesyai^^ plautadoas of dif«- 
£&tent &ape&a&d' hues^ ikirt the bound- 
Lag dad€% or clothe th^e remoter flopes; 
ar £iicond reach of watel- beyond the 
bridgg^ frifigfedi by deep woods that 
rife Co the verj^ fem<mAt df the oppo^ 
fiCe hill", atod eompofe a> vaoriouily 
tkiited anxi indented fnrface of Ittxu* 
nitib foliage; ail thefe form an afleiii** 
bktge df attl^adUons undvalled, and 
eo3a;fpi]re to ihikethe ey<s of tafte with 
BXii imrei^ffible chanHv In this firigt^ 
krly pidurefque landfca[pe9 the beati- 
dM and thei fublime aire moft inti*- 
matdy combined: all that can pleafe;. 
elevate, on aftonifli, difplay fhemfelves 
at (MQ& ;. and the miiid is at a lofs to 

D 3 know 
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know to what fource it is chiefly in-' 
debted for its pleafure, or rather what 
is the predominant character of the 
objeds that arreft ita attention. 

At a fmall diftance from this por- 
tal, towards the right, is the Cenifum 
Phomcum, or fpeaker'^ place, of a very 
remkrk^ble polyfyllabical articulate 
Echo ; which, according to Dr. Plott, 
in his Natural Hiftqry of Oxfordfliire, 
will diftindly repeat feventeen fylla- 
bles in a calm day, and in the night 
twenty: but the demolition of the 
ancient palace, which ftood oh the 
brow of theoppofite hill, 'the exten- 
fion of the river, or fome other latent 
caufe, has in fome meafure diminifhed 
its furprifmg powers. However, a 
very fuperior Echo may be heard by a 
fpeaker ftationed near an old cedar 
tree, between Rosamond's Well and 
the bridge J and it is nothing unufual 

for 
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for thofe who are acquainted with this 
circumftance to compliment the vocal 
nyniph with a How do you do ? or 
with any other words, or even mufi- 
cal founds, which are fpeedily re- 
turned with amazing exa£tnefs of ar- 
ticulation, and reiterated according to 
the ftillnefs of the furrounding fcene. 

A broad gravel-road, preferving one 
uniform direction for a quarter of a 
mile, and gradually diverging from 
the fweep of' the river, conducts us 
towards the eaftem gate of the Palace. 
This road is almoft wholly open. 
On the Woodftock fide, only a few 
fmall frefli-planted clumps appear, 
which affift to conceal the boundary 
from other points of view, and to 
break the line of fome private houfes ; 
a few trees, fancifully difpofed, Ikirt 
the flope, and others of a larger 
growth range with thQ ftream on 

D4 its 
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iM very edgfe, and stShsd fome 
pretty glades into the water between 
tbeir trunks and boughsr; but their 
heads fcarcely rifing above the level 
of the walk, they ferve rather to vary 
than to hide. Near the Home Lodge^ 
on the left, the new walk commences: 
it extends about a quarter of a mile 
under the park wall, amidft the co- 
vert of plantations, which afford fhel- 
tcr from the winds, and fhade from 
the heat. 

As we advance, the profpe^its 
diverfify, the fine rural fcenes in the 
northern part of the park become 
more and more confpicuous ; and t(> 
the north-weft, the eye tdces in an 
ample field of cheerful objedls over a 
wide extent of campaign and woodr. 
land country, to the extremity of 
Whic'hwood Foreft, which is finely 
contrafted with the deep umbrage 

that 
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that cverhaiigs the lake, and inttt^ 
cepts the l^iew* Thbroad^ wluchb 
only Isttera) and circuitous^ to aYoid 
the ftiffnefs of a dire£t approach, at 
kfl falla into another, which begin^ 
tABg at the ]K>ble entrance on the 
ibuth of Woodftocky is lined by 
douUe rows of ftately trees, and forms 
a beautiful and fpacious vifta to the 
Faiace* 

By the eaftem gate we enter an 
arcaded triangle; on the right, cod-* 
fifting of offices ; on the left, chiefly 
occupied by the Theatre^ which has 
been recently fitted up in a ftyle of 
peculiar elegance, and with appexi^ 
dages correfpondent to the munifi^ 
cence and fortune of the owner. 
The ftage is large, and is furnifhed 
with ten changes of fcenery, exclufive 
of fixtures : the feats for the audience 
are eafy and commodious, and capable 

4 of 
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of accommodating two hundred pcr- 
fons, without including the fide boxes. 
The whble has a grand and a pleafing 
eSc6t. For an amufement at once li-* 
beral, elegant, and inftruftive, which 
admits fo many to a participation, and 
Vvhich leaves no fting behind, the ex* 
pence confpicuous here cannot be 
deemed too profufe, norcan thatgene- 
rofity and tafte be fufficiently praifed 
that have appropriated and applied it 
fowell. 

From this quadrangle, we proceed 
into the area^ where the North 
Front opens to the view ; a noble 
piece of architedlure, three hundred 
and forty-eight feet from wing to 
wing, and highly ornamented, par- 
ticularly in the centre. 

This is the grand approach ; and 
to it we are properly conduced over 

the 



'I 



( 43 ) 

the valley, through which the river 
winds, by a magnificent bridge, of 
dimenfions fuperior to the Riai-to 
at Venice, the diameter of its centre 
arch being a hundred and one feet. 

Thro' which the Danube might collefted pour 
His fpacious urn. 

The effect of this bridge, which 
unites two hills, and gives an unifor- 
mity and confiftency to the fcene 
that would otherwife be disjointed 
and complex, is peculiarly grand ; and 
its application one of the happieft ef- 
forts of judgment. Beyond it, on a 
confiderable eminence, in the midft 
of a fine lawn, is a ftately column or, 
pillar, one hundred and thirty feet 
high, on the top of 'which ftands a 
ftatue of the immortal John Churchill, 
Duke of Marlborough, 

L ike 
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-Like aguardian God Aiblime, 



And awes the fubjedi plain. 

Every circunrflatice that enters into 
the compofitSow of the fcene unites to 

promote one vaft and beautiful effect 
jThe north front itfelf is of fuch mag- 
nificence as to diffufe a luftre on fur- 
rounding objefts ; the accompani- 
ments are well adapted to refle£k it 
back on the building. A fine expanfe 
of water flretches its arms around^ as 
if proud to embrace it, approaches 
in a. variety of dire(3;ions,. fpreads h& 
animating fpirit over the whole, and 
connedls together the widely extend- 
ed, and extremely diverfified paorts o$ 
the brilliant landjfeape^ 

The Sot/TH Ffto^Ty tfi([>wgbl«fo 
ct&tenfiye, is highly elegant* It confc- 
mands a calm fcene, a view that^ with^ 

out 
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out fucpri£tng5 no rqpetltioa caa nai- 

der indifferent } the eye refts oa it 
with complacency, and returns to it 
with delist. The fore-ground i& a 
fine lawn, frequently covered with 
Iheep ; tfcc pleafure grounds fucceed ; 
behind is a beautiful pcrfpcdive of 
the village ofBLADOV,juft peeping 
throu^ tufted trees ; and fliil farther, 
a profpedt of the diftant hills, which 
breaking one before another exhibit a 
iucceflion of chains, till the lafl, a 
continuation of the CmLTERjf Range 
thrpugh Berks, gradually difTQlves ia 
the aUnoft boundless horizotai on the 
ibuth-wcft. Over the portico, which 
does credit to the Corinthian order, 
ftandsa coloffal buft of Louis XIV. 
of France, taken from the gates of 
Toun^ay j it is adorned with proper 
railitaay emblems, aod Uttdfr it Is the 
iobiibqu^ ififioription, running along 
tite pediment : 

Europe 
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' Suropde hac vindex genia decora aha Brhanno. * 

Which may be rendered, " The of- 
fer ter of the liberty of Europe dedicates 
thefe lofty honours to the Britijh Genius J^^ 

Near the eaftern angle, a commo- 
dious and elegant Observatory has 
been lately ereded, amply furnifhed 
with the bed aflronomical apparatus, 
by the juftly celebrated Ramfden. 

* Though this infcription has but one obvi- 
ous, and can have but one confiftent meaning, 
it has neverthelefs been tortured into various ; 
and the fentence without a verb has been the al- 
ternate ftumbling-block of real ignorance and 
falfe criticifm ; no authorities can avail the 
former ; the latter may be convinced of its pro- 
priety, by referring to 

^NC AS HJEC DE DaNAIS VICTORIBUS ARMA. 
AQHNAIOI AUG MHAAN KAI eHBAlQN 

And to other inftances of a fimilar mode of ex- 
, prefGoH) from fources of unqueftionable purity* 

4 A grand 
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A grand telefcope, by Herfchellt pre- 
fented to the Duke by his Majefty 
foon after the royal vifit to Blenheim 
in 1786, and now in the library, may 
be reckoned a very valuable appen- 
dage : another correfponding Obfer- 
vatory is now fitting up, at the weft- 
ern angle • . 

The apartments of this Palace are 
furniftied with princely magnificence : 
the tapeftry and paintings attract uni- 
verfal and deferved attention ; but as 
it is impoffible to do them adequate 
juftice in any general defcription, we 
fliall conduit our readers through the 
grand fuit of rooms, ufiially open to 
public infpe&ion, . in the order they 
are ftiewn, and enumerate the moft 
celebrated produdions of art in each. 
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HALL. 

Through a fuperb portico, on mafly 
Corinthian columns of elegance and 
dimenfions almoft unrivalled, we en- 
ter the hall, which lies in the centre 
of the north, or grand front : this is 
aJfo iupported by fluted Corinthian 
piiiars« The ceiling, which is tlie 
height of the building, is painted by 
Sir James Thornhill, and allegoricaliy 
repreiencs Victory crowning John 
Duke of Maklbohquqh, as fhe 
points to a plan of the battle of Blsn*- 
iijBUM. The Duke is depicted in t 
blue Roman drefs. Over the noble 
marble door-cafe that commuoicates 
with the fftloQjn^ is a buft of the iamc 
hero, with this infcription : 
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Mcce virwnjlabikt tm gens augu^a Penatis 
Cut fraffoj tandem Gallia Jebet opes. 
Hie veferem jfngKacs virtuti inflaarat tmnorem 
Seu res confiRof feu Jii agenda manu* 
Kon anmo Augi^us meliornon yulius armis 
Seu muleei genteSf ilk veliile domat. 

Behold the man to £fiani nations ino^im 
Whojbool the GalRe^ Jix^d the JuJIridn thtone^ 
Nenv hi^e to Britannia's glory gave f 
In councils frudent^ as in aSion brave* 
^ot Julius more in arms ^ingiuflf djhir^ d^ 
Nor could jiugufius better calm manBnd. 

r 

la the gallery oil the fame fid^ 
may be feen whole length portraits 
ofViUiers Duke of Buckingham, 
ftabbcd by Felton, by Myttens; of 
Henrietta Queen of Charles I. by 
Vandyke ; and of Henry Rich Lord 
Holland, by an unknown mailer. 
A large coUe&ion of family portraits 
occupy the fame gallery, the whole 
extent of the houfe. Below^ in 

* £ niches 
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niches ncir the angles, are the Me* 
DiCEAN Venus, and the Dancing 
Fawn, in bronze, from the originals 

in the Grand Duke of Tufcany's 

« 

, coUedion, and executed with inimi* 
table {kill by Maximilian Soldani 
Benzi, at Florence, in 1 7 1 1 . 

The arcades 6n the right and left 
are adorned with marble termini^ 
Below on a black marble flab (lands 
a fine antique Diana and Dog, and 
exafUy oppofite, on a (imilar flab, is a 
4)eautiful Vase with figures in re* 
lievo, from the antique. 

Over the grand ftair*cafe is a large 
picture, by Hudfon, of Charles 
Duke of Marlborough and Fa- 
mily; and beyond the arcades, on 
the other fide of the halL the firft 
Duke and Family are delineated by 
the pencil of Clofterman. 

BOW- 
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BOW-WINDOW ROOM. 

Ftom the hall, we proceed along a 
pafl^ to the bow-window ropm. 
The famous battle of Blsnheim i$ 
pourtrayed in the tapcftry on the 
right at entrance^ and occupies a eon-* 
fiderable fpace. The principal adtion 
is confined to the taking of Marflial 
Tallard* ITiebkttleof Wynendael 
is reprefented in the tapeftry on die 
left. 

Over the firft door Is an Aftrono- 
tner and Family, very fine, by I>ol>- 
fon. Over the chimney, amoftcapi«- 
tal original picture, by Raphael, of the 
Virgin and Child ; St. John and St. 
Nicholas, formerly belonging to the 
CapcUa degli Anfidei at Perrugia. 

On a pannel to the right. 

Ex A fine 
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A fine Head after Han. Caracci, 
by Sir Jofhua Reynolds. 

A Head of Lady Anne Cburchill> 
by Sir Godfrey Kneller, 

A fmall pidlure of the Affumptidn, 
byTintoret. 

A female Head, by Reubens. 

Two Monkies in the habit of 
Monks, by Teniers. 

A Madona and Child, by Lionardo 
da Vinci* 

Over the fecond door are two 
Nymphs, by an uncertain mafter. 

Between two beautiful fluted Corin- 
thian pillars, another portrait of Lady 
Anne Churchill, by Kneller. 

A fmall pendent cabinet, with a. 
miniature Painting, by Lady Can 
Spencer. 

On the next panncl. 

An 
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An elegant engraving of the Prin- 
cefs Mary, by Mifs Car. Watfon. 

A beautiful etching of a Wood 
Nymph, by the Princefs Royal ; given 
to her Grace the Duchefs of Marlbo^ 
rough,. by her Royal Highnefs. 

An allegorical original Drawing, 
by Cipriani; intended as a frontifpiece 
to the fecond volume of the Gemmae 
Marlbiirienfes Seledae. 

Between the oppofite pillars. 
A portrait of Prince Eugene. 

An elegant en^aying of the Mar-* 
quis of Taviftock, by Watfon. i 

On the next pannel. 

The Princefs Sophia, by Mifs Ca* 
roline Watfon. 

' An Etching, by the Princefs Royal. 

An original Drawing, by Cipriani, 
the frontifpiece to the flrft volume of 

E3 
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the Gemma? Marlburienfes : the fub* 
jca from Pliny's Nat. Hift- 

Over the third door, a Battle Piece, 
by Wovermans. 

The ceiling is planted in a novel 
flile of fimple elegance, 2ind adorned 
with military emblems, by Hake* 
ville. The window curtains and fur- 
niture are blue filk damafk. Under 
the mirrors that adorn the pannels 
between the windows^ are two marble 
llabs, on each of which is a ileeping 
figure, very expreflively fculptured in 
white marble. At the other end of 
the ropm are two elegant cabinets. 



PUKE'S DRESSING ROOM. 

The decoraticMi^ cf thb apartment 
are rather elegant than fplendid ; the 
hangings are ftraw-coloured flock pa- 
per, 
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per, with a rich border ; the furniture 
is chin(z. 

The paintings are: 

1. * I . Venus and Adonis^ by an 
uncertain artift; a Magdalen, hj 
young Palma; our Saviour in the 
Virgin^s lap, crowning two female 
Martyrs, by Titian ; St. Mark penning 
his Gofpel, by old Palma« 

2. Infide view of a Church, by 
Steenwyck ; a profpeS of a Spanifh 
Sea Port, by Weenix j the Deftrudion 
of Pharaoh and his Hoft in the Red 
Sea, by old FranL 

* The Roman numerals I. tL IIL refer to 
the three fides of the apartment, beginning at 
the left : the fourth, and in the grand cabinet the 
third, is occupied by the windows and the 
mirrors. The Arabic chara£ters i, 2, exprels 
the upper and lower rows of pi&ures on the 
fame fide. When the arrangeme&t would not 
fuffer this eafy mode of diftindion, the figures 
are omitted. 

E4 11. 1. Two 
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II. J. Two Beggar Boys, very 
charaderiftic, by Murillio; Efther 
and Ahafueras, by Paul Veronefe; 
three Beggar Boys, by Murillio. 

III. I. A Holy Family, very fine, 
by Reubens ; Charles Earl of Sunder- 
land, by Kneller ; King George L by 
An unknown artift ; Sleeping Venus 
and Satyr^ with attending Cupids., 
from the fchool of Reubens. 

2. A view of Althorpe, the feat 
of Earl Spencer, by Tilleman. 

Over the chimney are two antique 
metal jars. Under the glafs, a pair 
of elegant globes, by Adams. 



EAST DRAWING ROOM. 

« 
The hangings and furniture crim- 

fon damafk ; the ceiling a flight plain 
dome, of ad oval fhape; the chimney- 

. piece 
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piece is compofed of the richcft veined 
marble* Many of the pdntings are 
very capital. 

1. I. A Holy Family^ fuppofed 
by Raphael; the Marchionefs de 
Havrt ; the Duchefs of Buckingham 
and Offspring; Mary of Medicisf^ 
all by Vandyke. 

a* An oval portrait of King Wil- 
liam IIL by Sir Godfrey Kneller; 
a Man's Head, by Titian; another 
Head, by Holbein ; the Annuncia- 
tion, by Corregio ; an oval portrait of 
Lady Chefteirfield, by Vandyke. 

II. I. Philip II. King of Spain, 
a whole length, by Titian ; a moft 
capital and ftrikingly charafteriftic 

• « 

Bacchanalian Piece, by Reu- 
bens ; Andromeda chained to the 
rock, by the fame. 

2. The Offering of the Magi, by 
Jleubens ; a French Camp, by Wat- 

teau ; 
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'teau ; a ftnall pendent cabinet, with 
miniatures of the prefeat Family ; 
two fmall Landfcapes, by a French 
artift; Cattle, by Rofa di Tivoli; 
two correfponding fmall Landfcapee, 
as before ; another correfponding ca- 
binet, inclpting miniatures ; a Land- 
fcape, by Paul Brylle. 

III. I. A charming pi^ure, by 
Sir Jofiiua Reynolds, reprefqnting 
Lady Charlotte Spencer, in the cha- 
rafter of a Gipfey, telling her bro- 
ther, Lord Henry, his fortune ; Reu- 
bens, Wife, and Child, by Reubens, 
a prefent to the firft Duke, by the city 
ofBruflels. Charles L by Vandyke ; a 
Holy Family, fuppofed by Raphael, 
in his firfl ftile of painting, a prefent 
from the town of Ghent. 

2. Henrietta Maria, Queen of 
Charles L by Vandyke j an Angel, 
fmalljbyCorregio; Cattle and Figures, 
by Wovermans ; a Landfcape, fmall, 

by 
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by Claude Lorrsun; a broad Day- 
break, very finci by Vandermeer* 



GRAND CABINET. 

This magnificent apartment opens 
to the eaft and fouth, and enjoys the 
moft charming fcenery. The hang- 
ings and furniture are rich crimfon 
damalk, with gilding ofcorrefponding 
fplendor : the cornice, in particular, is 
extremdy elegant, and in the centre 
of the ceiling is a large circular gilt 
plume. The chimney is compofed 
of dark-coloured marble, inlaid with 
white, in ornamental feftoons, with an 
urn, projeding in relievo, which has 
a delightful effeft ; over it ftand the 
liftening Slave, and a crouching Ve- 
nus in bronze, and between them two 
very curipus jars. 

The 
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The paifitiiigsare fomeof themoft 
fuperb in any coUe&ioni 

1. I. A Holy Family, by Reu- 
bens ; a Madona^ ftanding on a globe, 
furrounded by Angels, by Carlo Ma- 
ratti ; the Offering of the Magii by 
Reubens* 

2. A mod capital pidure of our 
Saviour bleffing the Children, by 
Reubens. 

II. I. Filial Affedlion, exempli- 
fied in the Roman Daughter, by Reu- 
bens : the Return of our Saviour from 
Egypt, by Reubens ; Lot's Departure 
out of Sodom, by Reubens, a prefent 
from the town of Antwerp. 

> 

2. Portrait of Paracelfus, by Reu- 
bens ; a Virgin, her head encircled 
with ftars, fuppofed the Mraculous 
Conception, in the fineft ftile, by 
Carlo Dolce ; Raphael's favourite 

Dorothea, 



<y 
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Dorothea, by himfelf ; head of Reu- 
bens, by the fame; Pope Gregory 
and a Female Penitent bearing a palm 
branchy by Titian ; a Holy Family, 
by iiudovico Caracci. 



BLUE DRAWING ROOM. 

The hangings are blue dama{k, 
with ornamental gilt bordures : the 
furniture correfponding. The head 
in the Centre of the chimney is a fine 
piece of fculpture : the whole is 
delicately finiflied in white marble. 
The large gilt branches on each fide 
above are peculiarly elegant. 

The paintings are : 

« 

I. I. Ifaac bleffing Jacob, by 
Rembrandt ; an oval in claro obfcuro, 
very expreflive, from an ancient gem, 
by Rebecca. 

II. I. 
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IL U Catherine of Medicts, in 
colours^ almoft inimitable, by Reu^ 
bens; Time clipping Cupid's wings, 
an ailegoricai painting, by Vandyke ; 
William Marquis of Biandford, by 
Sir Godfrey Kneller, 

2. A Landicape, by Vandermeer} 
a Dutch Family, by Oftade ; a Land-^ 
fcape, by Gafpard Pouffin ; Dorothy 
Countefs of Sunderlaitd^ painted by 
Vandyke, but immortalized by Wal« 
ler ; another X«andfcape, by Gafpard 
Pouilin; afmall highly finiihed Family 
Piece, by Gonzales ; a beautiful litde 
Landfcape, by Wovermans. 

III. I • Ladies Caroline and Eliza-^ 
beth Spencer, by Romney ; die lat- 
ter is reprefented as playing on her 
harp^ the former in the sjBt of taking 
a {ketch of her filler : on the right of 
which are two Heads of young Wo- 
men, by Paul Veronefe } on the left, our 

Saviour, 
4 



( 63 ) 

Saviour, aftd St. jfohn, by Calrlo 
Dolce ; the Woman taken in Adul- 
tery^ by Rembrandt. 

2. Our Saviour and the Virgin 
in the clouds, with a Monk paying 
adoration, by Haimibal Caracci; 
our Saviour and^ the Virgin in the 
clouds, with accompaniments^ by 
Tintoret; a brilliant colledion of 
thirty-fix miniatures of different mag^ 
nitudes, among v^hich are three of 
the beautiful a;nd unfortunate Mary 
Queen of Scots ; a Holy Family, 
by Ludovico Caracci; Cattle and 
Figures, by Bamhocchio. 



WINTER DRAWING ROOM. 

The tapeftry hangings of this 
apartment reprefent thefourCAiiDN 
NAL Virtues, i;vith their charider- 
iftic emblems and accompaniments, 

and 
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and in vivid beauty of colouring 
approach nearer to painting than any 
thing of the fame kind in Blenheim. 

I. Fortitude, witH proper in- 
iignia. The man wrenching open the 
lion's jaws is extremely expreffive. 

II. On one fide of the chimney. 
Prudence, holding a muTor in hei* 
left hand, in the action of viewing 
the conduct of others, that fhe may- 
be the better able to regulate her own ; 

in the right, a dart entwined with a 
remora, the refpedlive emblems of 
fpeed and delay, between which Pru- 
dence obferves a middle courfe. 

On the other fide of the chimney, 
Justice, with her balance and fword, 
and other diftinguifhing chara£ter* 
iftics. 

IIL Temperance, with her curb. 
The River God pouring water out of 

his 
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his urn, isfinely imagined,and attra£l§ 
the notice of every fpedator. 

The only paintings are, an anima- 
ted one of Lord Stafford and his Se- 
cretary, over the firft door ; a very 
beautiful portrait of Mary Duchefs 
of Richmond, v^rith a little Girl pre- 
fenting her -gloves, over the chimney ; 
and of Mrs Morton and Mrs. Killi- 
grew, two of Charles II.'s favourites, 
over the other door: all by Vandyke* 

In the centre of the very elegant 
chimney-piece, formed of the richeft 
marbles, is an alto relievo of Cupid 
and Pfyche's Marriage, from the an- 
tique. A notification in Greek charac- 
ters is prefixed, that Tryphon execu- 
ted the original. ' Over, are two Cen- 
taurs in bronze, and tw;o beautiful 

urns of Derbyfhire fpar. 

• .. • • • 

In this roohi alfo are fmall bronzes 
of Cupids^ and Hercules . killing ther 

F Centaurs* 
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Centaury. The mirrors are (jnguUrly^ 
fuperb. 

DINING ROOM. 

It is well adapted for its deflinatioa^ 
being large, lofty, and commodioufly 
fituated* The ceiling is richly ftuc*- 
coed, and the fides are wainfcotted ivt 
large pannels, painted white. The 
chimney-piece is peculiarly hand- 
fome t it fupports an ielegant clock, 
mounted on an elephant in bronze, 
and crowned with an Americati 
Indian. 

The produdiotts of the penctt are : 

J. !• Cattle 2^nd Figwcs, in a vqry 

caJE>ital ftile, by Caftigliono ; a Bac^ 
chanalian Piece, by Vao4yke. 

11. I. l^ot and his Daug)bit^Sy 
fery fine, by Reuboiis, a prcfent from 

the 
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tlkeEmperor (^Germany $ tbe Prin-i 
ee& of Dbaihark, afterwards Queen 
Ani&e^ by £&r Godfrey KneUer ; Ve^ 
m» and Adonis, by Reubaxs^ anotheif 
pr«ftnf hoA tbe Emperor. 

III. The prefcnt Duke, Duchess, 

and srrxCHitDRBk — ^Ladies Caroline, 

]^Iizabeth, Charlotte, and Anne ; the 
Marquis of Blandford, and Lord 

Henry : the two youngeft, LoRO 
Friancis and Lady Amelia, were 
bdrn fkice thia very capital pidure 
(winich coft feven bandred guineas) 

Was painted bf &it Joihua Reynolds; 
The Rape of Europa,by Paul Veronefcw 

• On the pafnuets" near the windowa, 
at each endi are three fmall Land^ 
fcapes, by Woottom .^^^-X 

SALOON. \-^^>^ 

This noble apaitment is highly 
iinifhed, and richly decex^d: it is 

F 2 Uned 
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lined in the lower part with marble 
in the Italian tafte, and its four door- 
cafes are entirely compofed of the fame 
beautiful and durable material.; Over 
each door, . which face tl\e four quar- 
ters, are the arms of the firft Duke. 

« I ■ 

Above the marble bafement are fix 
compartments, in which, different 
nations of the world are depicted in 
their chara(3:eriftic dreflfes and ex- 

ff 

preiTions, by La Guerre.^ Thefe how- 
ever are rather caricatures than na- 
tural delineations : they are fhewn in 
the following manner, and faid to 
reprefent.- ' , 

I. The Painter, — ^French — En- 
glifh, and Scotch- . ' 

II. Spaniards. 

III. Moors and Negroes. 

IV. Chinefe and Tartars. 

V. Turks. 

VL Dutch and Swedes. 

The 
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The ceiling is the height of the 
building, and executed by the lame 
artift with a felicity both in defign 
and performance. It emblematically 
reprefents John Duke of Marlbo- 
EOUGH in the career of vidory ar- 
retted by the hand of Peace, while 
Time reminds him of the rapidity 
of his own flight. 

Over the firft chimney ftands an 
antique bud of a Roman Conful ; and 
at the fame end of the room, a mar- 
ble Ilab with a Sleeping Venus. . 

Over the fecond chimney is an 
antique buft* of Caracalla ; and on 
another marble flab, Cleopatra and 
the Afp. . . "^ 

« 

GREEN DRAWING ROOM. 

It is hung with tapeftry, reprefeiit- 
ing in vivid colours fome of the mi- 

F 3 litary 
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Vit9Tf lixpbits pf Jxjtie Dufce of 
IV^arlborpiigh. 

I« ]?AtU? of Dunneweit. 

IL Battle of Lifle, on the right 
^-of the chimney; Siege of Lifle on 
the left. The French fpy is very 
expreiEvely delineated. 

IIL Battle of Malplaquet. The 
eager attention of the perfon receivr- 
ing prders, is admirably dr9.wn. 

Oyer the firft door is a charming 
portrait of a young Knight of St. 
John of Jerufalem, by Barrocio; 
ovep the oppofite door, a very 
m^ftprly paint;i>g of Meleig^r and 

Atlanta, by Reijbeiis, 

On a pannel near the window 
at entrance, is the Adoration of the 
ShppKerdy, by Lugg4 Giordano. . 

A Madona and Child, by Nich. 
Poufiim 

4 Figures 
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Fi^re$«nckcled with a wreath of 
fldwei^^ by RottefthaisSii^r. 

On the oppofite pannel. 

The Offering of the Magi, by Luo- 
ca Giordano, 

A Holy Family, by Nich. Pouffin. 

Figures encifcled with a wreath 
of flowers, by Rbttenhammer, 

A mod beautiful and curious Clock 

on a new conftru^ion, by VuUiamy, 

Hands on the chimney piece. A Ser- 
pent bending down its he^d from the 

top of a fmall urii, rojxtid which the 
hours are arranged, points out the 
time with its fting ; and on. the fame 
urn, an elegant figure of Contem- 
plation leaning, gives the whole a 
(ingular, and rather monumental air. . 
On each fide are Boys Gambols in 
bronze. 

Above is a highly finished and ia-» 
expreffibly attradive pidure of her 

F 4 GracQ 
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Grace the Duchess of Marlbo- 
rbugh, in an elegant white drefs, by 
Romney. 

On the marble flabs under the 
windows are bronzes of Fame and 
Mercury mounted on Pegafi. 

The curtains, foph^, and other 
furniture, are deep green damalk. 



STATE DRAWING ROOM. 

This apartment has been recently 
decorated, and furnifhed with the 
utmoft magnificence. The ceiling is 
elegant ; the cornice richly gilt j and 
the bordure round the room is in a 
correfponding ftile. The mirrors are 
almoft unrivalled in the fuperlative 
elegance of their frames — the mag-' 
nitude of their plates is likewife very 
confiderable. 

The .chimney is of the whiteft 

marble. 



( 73 ) 

marble: it is adorned with a fmall 
central urn, fupported by two grif- 
fins ; thefe likewife are part of the em- 

bellifhments of the glafTes ; they be- 
long to the family arms. The marble 
flabs are proportionate to the fplendor 
of the reft. A highly finifhed cabi- 
net at the lower end fupports a rich 
luflre. The curtains and furniture 
are white damalk. 

One of the principal . ornaments 
however of the room is a moft fuperb 
pidture of his Grace of Marlbo- 
rough, in his garter robes, by Rom- 
ney : it is placed over the chimney. 
From this beautiful painting, Jone$ 
has executed a very happy mezzo- 
tinto : another of the Duchefs would 
be an acceptable prefent to the pub- 
lic. The prints of the theatric cha- 
racters, painted by Roberts, are 
finifhed by the fame ingenious artift. 

. The 
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The tapeftry is a continuation of 
the firil Duke's atchievements* 

L and II. The March to Bonchain. 

II. and IIL The Siege of Sou- 
chain. In this piece, Lord Cadogan's 
Dog, which attended his matter 
through the wars, and returned fafe, 
makes a confpicuous figure. 

Over the firft door is a Fruit Piece, 
by Lucca Giordano. 

Over the oppofite door, St. Lau- 
rence diftributing the ornaments of 
the altar, by II Prete Genoefe. 

STATE BED CHAMBER. 

In a palace there muft be apart- 
ments for pomp as well as for utility ; 
jthis is one of the former, and very 
fplendid of the kind. The furniture 
and hangings are rich bluedamaik^in- 
tcrlaced with gold. The bed-pofts are 

elegantly 
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irfegtirtly flHtedi and covered with 
fcurnlihed gold: their extremiti^ 
adorned with military emblems. 
The top rifes into a dome, furmounted 
with ^ ducal coronet ; at the head are 
the family arms. 

. Thechimney-piece is decorated with 
brpnzps. of Hercules killing the Cen- 
taurs, and the Hydra ; between thefe 
is a buf): of Diana ; over it is a capi^ 
tal picture, by Lucca Giordano, re- 
prefenting Seneca bleeding to death, 
while with philofophic compofure he 
dilates to his amanuenfes. 

On a pannel to the right is a por- 
trait of Edward VI. by Holbein. 

A view of Architecture, by Panini, 

The Burning pf Troy, by old 
Frank. 

Over each door is a piece of ftill 
life, byMaltefe. 

From this (lately fuit of roomS^ 
wh ere the profufion of fplendid ob- 

jcds 
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jeds is apt to dazzle the organs of 
fight, the eye is both charmed and 
relieved on entering 

THE LIBRARY. 

This very fpacious apartment; 
which occupies the entire weft front, 
is two hundred feet long, and thirty- 
one feet nine inches wide in the 
centre. 

It is impoflible to conceive any 
thing more fuperb than the folid co- 
lumns of marble, which fupport a 
rich entablature, the Doric pilafters 
of the fame, the furrounding bafe- 

ment of black marble, and the ftuc- 
coed compartments of the lofty 
vaulted ceiling, which open a fine 
field for the pencil of the firft mafter. 

This noble room was originally 
intended as a gallery for paintings ; 
but has fince been furnifhed with 
the grand Svnd£RLANI> colle£tion 

of 
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of books, comprifing upwards of 
twenty thoufand volumes, in various 
languages, arts, and fciences; all 
arranged in commodious cafes with 
latticed doors, on the eail fide through 
its whole extent, and the two ends. 

At the upper end of the library 
ftands a highly finifhed white mar- 
ble ftatue of Queen Anne, in her 
coronation robes, by Ryfbrack ; on 
the pedeftal is this infcription : 

To the Memory of Queen Anne ! 

Under whofe Aufpices 

John Duke of Marlborough 

conquered. 

And to whofe Munificence 

He and his Pofterity 

With Gratitude 

Owe the Pofleffion of Blenheim. 

A. D. MDCGXXVI. 

In 
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Ia a rccefs on the t^eft fide, h 
A» antique ftatue, infcribed Jl^tlA 
Ddmra; and lower dowivanotbetf 
of Diana and Dog, both on maho« 
g^y therms. 

At the lower end is a buft of AleX-» 
AND£R the Great ; a fine ipecimen 
of Grecian feudpture, in good pff6^ 
fcrvation, dug out of the riiu» of Her^^ 
.eulaneum ; and fuppotted by an ek^ 
gant modiem ihmn. 

Over the book-cafes on, the eaft 
fide aire the £iibfec|uent paintings and 
fculptures : 

Lord Gk>dolphin. 
Duke of Montague. 

Above the firft chimney, a buft of 
Charles Earl of Sunderland, the col- 
leftor of the hooks : beneath a fea 
piece of Jonah and the Whale,, after 
Poufliin : on the chimney, a buft of 
the Emperor Adrian. 

Countefs 
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Cotintefs of Sunderland. 
Countefs of Bridgwater. 
Countefs Cowper. 
Hon. John Spencer. 

Over the grand marble door-ca(e 
that communicates with the haU^ 
a buft of Milo Crotonenfis. 

Elizabeth Duchefsof Marlborough. 
CSiarles Duke of Marlborough. 
Sarah Duchefs of Marlborough. 
John Duke of Marlborough. 

Over the fecond chimney, a GirPs 
Head, antique. A Landfcape, after 
Foulfin ; above, a buft of Charles 
Duke of Marlborough, by Ryftrack. 

Queen Anne. 
King William. 

From the noble bow-windows on 
^ weft, is an elyfian profped of 

the 
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the beautiful defcent to the lake, 
and of the pendent grove on the op- 
pofite hill. Indeed every apanment 
has its appropriate beauties^ both in- 
ternal and external : the eye of 
difcernment will recognize many, 

vvrhich the brevity of our plan pre- 
vented us from noting ; to the more 
curfory obferver this defcription will 
prove an ufeful monitor. One ftrik- 
ing ornament however ^e have neg- 
lefted to remark : the mahogany 
doors throughout this whole fuit are 
fplendidly finifhed, and are worthy 
of the apartments to which they 
condua. ^^\ 

CHAPEL. 

From the library we proceed along 
a piazza, with arcades below, to the 

Chapel, 
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Chapel, fituated in the weftern Wiiig 
of the palace^ The coup d'oeil on 
etit^Hng is extremely grand, and the 
impieflion fuch as correfponds with 
the place. The ftile of painting, and 
the degree bf light are both peculiarly 
happy: the large compartments of 
fober grey are finely relieved by the 
furrounding white; and the fhade 
of foliage that partially darkens the 
windows difFufes an air of cpmpofed 
folemnity, unmixed with gloom, un- 
accompanied with melancholy. 

The chief ornament, however, is 
a ftately Monument in various 
marble, to the memory of the firft 
Duke, and Duchefs, by Ryfbrack, 
They are reprefented with their two 
Sons who died young, as fupported 
by Fame and History: thefe are 
coloffal figures, and being moft pro- 
minent, are the moft ftriking in the 

G group. 
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group. The pen of His T^Rlf fettirt 
.to have traced this infcriptioii Oil ai 
tablet, which flie holds in the otheii' 
hand : 

To the Memory 
• Of John Duke of Marlbororfgti an<J 

his two Sons 
His Duchefs has ereded 

t 

this Montimcnl:. 
In the Year of Chrift, mdccxxxiii. 

Beneath, is the taking of Marfhal 
Tallard, in baflb relievo. 

The altar piece reprefents our 
Saviour taking down from the Croft, 
by Jordaens of Antwerp. 

The gallery for the family is 
fplendidly hung with crimfon velvet, 
fringed with gold. The culhions arc 
correfponding. Over the chimney 
is a curious painting on black marble, 

r 

by Aleflandro Veronefe. 

Having 



. ( 83 ) 

Maving remarked the moft ftriking 
lieauties in this magnificent Palace, 
it Would be impardonable to over- 
look the Gardens, the River, and the 
Patkjwhich wliether we regard the 
delightfulnefs df their refpedive fitu- 
ations, ctf the moft captivating charms 
of hature, improved by the chafteli 
defigns of drt, equally demand our 
attention, and excite our warmeft 
approbation. 



G A R D E ]f4 S. 

« 

THE gardens or plfeafure grounds 
occupy in area of two hundred acres 
and upwards. On part of the north, 
and thi£ eafl iide^ they are furrounded 
by a funk fence, which without 
bfeakifig tKe grandeur of the fcene, 
ftrves tp ftpitalte the parts that com- 
pofe it. Onthe vireft fide, they make 
i bold defcent to the lake, which 

G 2 falling 
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falling from a lofty precipice at the 
fouth-weft angle formed likewifc the 
fouthern boundary, before the recent 
additions of a confiderable portion of 
the adjoining vale, and of the face of 

the oppofite hill. Nature^ indeed, 
feems to have placed this fine chain, 
which defcribes the figure of a bow 

on the weft and fouth of the river, 
as the only regular termination of the 
pleafure grounds, and the line of di- 
vifion between them and the park. 
The lofty umbrageous trees which 
cover its fide and brow form a noble 
back ground, and give an unity and 
finiflx to the fcene. The features of 
the vale through which the river 
winds, from the cafcade as far as 
the new bridge, entirely correfpond 
with the reft of the pidure. Art 
might heighten them, but Nature could 
not have been more propitious ; they 
invite embellifhment from the facility 
with which it might be applied. 

Or 
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Or may it not be an efFedl of the 

juftcft tafte, to render the tranfition 
from the more orQamental ftile of the 
garden to the firft fhades of the ruder 
majefty of the park fo very imper- 
ceptible, that the eye at a fmall dif- 
tance cannot determine where the 
.one commences and the other ends ? 
In animate nature, the clofe alliance 
between the laft genus of one clafs 
and the firft of another has ever been 
confidered as an ipftance of beauteous 
defign and harmonious execution j 
and why may not the fame hold good 
in inanimate obje£t$! The juft gra- 
dation of tints, and the eafy blending 
of colours, are indifputably requifite 
■»to the (Jpmpofition of a perfed whole ! 

The ufijal entrance into the gar- 
dens is a little to the left of the eaftern 
g^ate of Blenheim, The E as t Front 
firft falutes the view ; before it fpreads 
a cheerful lawn of ^n objong form, 
extending a conflderable way into 

G 3 the 
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the park ; ^t firft fringed with ijittle, 
clumps of evergreens encircled aad 
interfperfed with flowers and decidur 
ous fhrubsj then broken by a few 
fcattered trees, which rifing qn differ- 
ent fides of the boundary epeaually 
conceal it ; and afterwards lined by 
^lately trees that throw a finely 
chequered fbade on the verdjant fwerd 
below, and ranging in irregular ponjp 
preclude ftiffnefsfrom mingling, with 
beauty. 

A walk of pebbly gray el of the 
moft beautiful texture and regulai;ity 
(which however prevails in the plea.- 
fure-grounds, and blends utility with 
ornament) winding to the . ^aft 
between riling plantations, ^n4 
clumps of trees and Ihrubs in various 
^Shanpes^ at intervals is opened to 
-hi^ly-^embellifhed lawn ; and foon 
taking aa^eafy bend to the fouth, 
condu^s to a Temple as yet without 
2k name. This (irudure is adorned 

with 
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^th Corinthian capitals^ It cnxer^^ 
fpoiu a fmaU thicket which backs it 
and determines it$ f^te, gnd without 
impofing the idea of folitude repiders 
k fuffieiently fequeftered* Before we 
reach this temple, the Triumphal 
Arch and Woodftock Tower are feei), 
in pleaHng perfpedive. From hence, 
the fcen^ gradually changes. Inftead 
of ejmbeUifhed lawn, we become em* 
bofbmed in trees of venerable majefty^ 
The park and gardjens feem to unite, 
or their diftinflion is loft. The trim- 
x^fk of the walk, and the pccafionat 
iight of evergreens, flone difcrin^inate 
the latter* 

The'parta unite. 
And ftrcBgth of ffiadc pontemda with ftrength of light: 

Open grove at an agreeable diftancc 
on each fide coQtinues for a confider-^ 
able fpace. The whole is a de- 
lightful Home-walk, fheltered by 
the winding of its direction from 

G 4 every 



( 8ff ) 

• • • 

every blaft; poffeffing fuflScient var 
riety in every part^ with an afpeS: 
continually improving. 

From this pleafing route, however5j 
we are drawn afide to the contem- 
plation of the Floiver Garden. 
A diverticle from the principal walk, 
near an ornamental tripod, inclines 
to a thick grpvc oa the right, in* 
which this elyfian fpot is placed. 
Jn our progrefs, the trees form an 
embowering fhade, — as we enter, — 
thpy range in amphitheatric pride, 
and prefent a reclining face of foliage 
from the ground to a vaft. height 
above. The fudden burft of fo much 
beauty ftrikes the eyej the mufick 
of the fpray delights the ear j — the 
fragrance recreates the other fenfes : 
images of tranquil joy fix their faireft 
impreffiohs on the mind;, and.if 
they cannot efface the remembrance 

of 
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of ilk, tibcy foothe it into rcfig- 
nation. 

This wildcrnefs of fweets, which 
occupies about an acre, is copied from 
the defign of Madame Pompadour, 
as difplayed in the gardens of Ver- 
sailles. The outline is elegant; 
the execution charming ; the accom- 
paniments are judicious. 

A wAving glow the bloomy beds difplay, 
Blufhing in bright diverfities of day. 

In the centre of varioufly arranged 
bouquets* which the bofom of the 

• • • • • 

earth fupports, is an Obelilk* of porr 

phyry,, furrounded with four white 
marble vafes, filled with annual flow- 

4 

ers ; on the north is a neat Temple, 

properly dedkated to Flora ; and 

during the fummer months, every 

interftice left by the trunks of the 

furroundiiig grove is replenifhed With 

oranges, lemons, and other exotic 

trees. 
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trees^ ^nibs^ an4 plants of thc^ 
grcateft delicacy and the riciueft 
odoyrj Yrbici), ranking in na,tural 
progr^fEon before the perta^tnent. 
vegetative tribes feem ^fo the 4ew- 
zens of the fpot. 

There ajp diffefent putleta througl^ 
tija grove; but Co proceed in the re^ 
gular tour^ we take that near the 
fouthreaft awglfej and after being 
embofomed in trees fb)r a few paceS| 
the fcene ppens to the left, but foon 
ihute with aggravated gloom, Thc^ 
trees become ib thick and umbrfg6QU| 
that; the mpri4ian fup only plays pji. 
their tpps, or permeatesi an accident^ 
break. The fweet faieUiijg lime, the 
dark chefnut,^nd the airy b^ech* with 
evergreens below, bear the chief pro- 
portion here. All i? .ftill — all is fo- 
lemn. The contraft with the flower 
garden is very ftriking, with the view 

2 that 
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tljiat foon open^ pxtrgmelj ?aptiv«5 
ting. 

The P^Uadian gate, pp fntrance 
into the Kitchen GARDpifs, ap» 
pears on the eaJft ; and th^ eyp darts 
over a cheerful lan4fcape tp the fouth* 
On this fide the walls of the kitchen 
gjU^dcfi?, which are fourje^nfeet high, 
are cQ^^ealed by \xr^^%,x plantations 
of laurda .?ind other ihruhs,^ thinly 
fca^t^r^ 4 vritl^ for# ^ejas^ Prom 
the gate we trace theu? Y^ft estent^ 
clothed with the choiceft fruit trees ; 
and we behold an area of eight acre^ 
while four more rem^n unfeea, fur. 
nifh.ed with every ^ticle of culin^rj 
ufe, or of elegance in the 4?i^krt^ ^4 
replete with every requifite ^ppea<n 
dage for bringiiig it to perfedion. 

Falling into the Home- walk at thi^ 
place, the deviation from which has 
l^eeu pxeviouiiy mentioned, we foon 

enter 
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enter the Sheep-Walk, which is 
half a mile in length, and through its 
whole extent abounding with rural 
imagery. Frequently covered with 
a flock of more thaii a thoufand 
fheep, all of the moft beautiful and 
valuable, and fome of the moft cu- 
rious kinds, this fpace, though pot 
fefGng features of charaderiftic neg- 
ligence, is not lefs rich or lefs ani- 
mated than the moft favourite Ipots 

• \ » ' ' 

in the garden. 

The open grove winds away to 
the' tight, arid on this hand we catch 
a gliihpfe of the fouth front of the 
Palace, which is thrown into various 
perfpeftive as we advance. In other 
directions we enjoy a pidurefqU^ 
view of Beckley Hill, juft peeping 
over thie intervening heights ; of 
Witham's lofty woods rifing to the 
fummit of Botley^ where, the, trees 

range 
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range In folitary ftate ; and through 
the long p€;rfpe£tive of a rich cham-* 
paign^ in which En sham Tower 
forms a very confpicuous objedt when 
illumined with a morning fun, the 
diftant White Horse Hills arc 
feisn . to elevate themfelves into a 
back-ground. Nor are remote pic- 
tures alone attradlive at this hour: 

the deep fliade that darkens the neigh- 
bouring village of Bladon is finely 
contrafted with the level beams that 
glance on the water below* 

Proceeding, in one place the New- 
Bridge appears broke and ruinous 
by the fall of a tree that overhangs 
the bank ; in another it fhews its 
arches entire, and even the lower 
vifible reach of water is feen fparkling 
through its baluftrades : farther, the 
centre arch alone is perceptible j and 
fometimes the whole is loft. Such 

is 
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IS the tffcGt b^ grouptfig afid coni^ 
bihihg ! The kwn is fprinkled witH 
beautiful groiipS of trees : thfe ma- 
jeftic oak with pendent iiiclinatidii 
to the ftream is the frequent Ofnar 
infent 6f the llope. 

About the middle of this walk^ the 

topof Handborough Spire, though 

•> 

more than three miles ofF^ appears 
emerging frofn the bbfbm of ^# 
deep wobd beyond the lake; and 
clofe on the right is fecin the Shep- 
herd's Cof, a little thatched edifice, 
compofed of the tninks of trees fanci- 
fully arranged, * backed by a ehimp, 
tnd fhaded by hcrfe-chefnuts in 
front. 

Near this fpot we may paiife to 
contemplate the beauties \vhich the 
changing fcene diiplays. Nothing 
can be more pidurefque than Bla- 
DON when gilded with an evening 

fun: 
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fun : tfee sinf iqite lew toWef , and tiefe 
uttd there the efld df a buildings 
glow with the crimfon of his beams^ or 
the windbtv^ partially (haded by ihttt^ 
vening <#ees, reflcfts them like living 
firei CiAUnfi would haVe cattlght 
(he tin« with fapturd; he #oUld 
hate combined the objeds into a 
pidtfte } and on its efieft he might 
have refted the immortality of hit 
fame* 

A little bey^tid the Shepherd's 
Cot ift fhe-firft opening of the GaA- 
€AD'£ J arid for fortie fpace it forms 
a principal attra-ftion. The waiter 
feems to fioW out of the deep wood 
that bounds the head j its courfe is 
totally hid by the bend, by the figure 
of the baAfks, aind the effedt of plan- 
titioiiv Every Hep we defeeiid to- 
wards the cafcade the efiibelKflmaent^ 
thicken, the fcene becomes more 

illuftrious. 
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« 

illuftrious. Groups of acacia, cedar. \ 

poplar, chefnut, and beech, decorate 
the declivity down to the river ; and 
beyond it at a proportionate diflance, 
the back'ground as far as the com- 
mencement of the new. garden, is 
adorned with a profufion of hawthorns, 
furmounted by noble pendent trees, 
which ftretching round as far as the 
eye can reacb, terminate in the near 
horizon. 

But before we fink into the vale, 
it will not be unpleafing to take a 
retrofpeftive view of the landfcape 
we are leaving behind* The lofty 
fpire of KiDLiNGTON feems to be- 
long to the park ; the diftant hills,, 
formerly obferved, are caft into dif* 
ferent perfpedive ; and a new and 
wider range is difplayed, farther than 
natural vifion can diftinguifh objefls^ 
and till the blue hills of Bucks clofe 

wit) 
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with the bounding fky. Among 
thefe As BRIDGE, the feat of the 

Duke of Bridgwater, may be afcer- 

tained in a clear day. 

Th? obelifk of the fountain foon 
peeps between a little woody ifland 
and the cafcade ; and the grand River, 
which a few paces before was invifi- 
blc, burfts at once on the eye in a 
broad fheet, without apparent conti- 
nuity or connexion. Before we reach 
the termination of the fheep-walk we 
lofe; the cafcade on the left ; to it 
however we at laft defcend between 
clumps and groups of the moft luxu- 
riant and delicate trees of various 
climes, intermixed with flowers and 
flirubs of the utmoil fragrance apd 
beauty. The ground, which at firft 
is higheft on the left, foon aiTumes a 
determined fuperiority on the right 
It is thrown into mafies with a 

H mafterly 
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embelUfh^^nt that rtfioted tsiil^ cavi 
oonf(^r pn a4ti}fdl beauty ; and w^ 
enjoy the touch of art VBilhouti wak- 
lag thq idea that yevplt^.^t \%94\fyhy. 

Here various trees cogippfe a chequered fccne, 
Glowing in gay dfverfities of green ; 
There the full ftream thro' Interminglipg gla4es, 
Shines a broad lake, or falls in loud cafcades. 

a 

\ 

In the vicinrty of the cafcade, 
whofe fides are finely fhaded, the 
water is quite k)ft* above. Even from 
ihe bridge that fronts Jt at fifty feet 
diftance, we only fee. the fall without 
tracing the fupply. The charming 
Feach below appears in its moft varied 
featurea from tbia bridge, wWch con- 
nefts the gardefts ; and when the full 
ftream devolves from the rocky bar- 
rier, and bounds from one point to 
another in foamy pride with deafen- 

4 i^S 
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ing roar, nothing can be more gfate- 
ful to a contemplative mind than 
fuch a fcene and fuch a iituation« 

The New Garden, which we 
tiow enter, though of no very great 
extent,, contains many beauties pecu- 
liar to itfelf, many views of magnifi- 
cenE and appropriate fcenery. Fol- 
lowing the courfe of the river on the 
teft, we foon reach NewfodnO 
Well, a mineral fpring of the cha- 
lybeate kind, faid to poflefs very* ac- 
tive virtues. In the front of a dark 
clump rifes a pedeftal fupporting an 
urn-, and from an aperture in the 
former guflies the fpring ; and being 
received into an antique bafon^ 
charged with numerous fancy figures, 
in alto relievo, much injured, flows 
out near the top by the mouths of 
two lions, and quickly mixes with 
the riven Again we have a view of 

H 2 the 
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the new bridge, and of a ferpentine 
reach of water, embracing the ifland, 
and gliding on with glafly fmooth- 
nefs. The Fountain next attracts 
our notice. It is fituated at the bot- 
tom of the hill, and forms an bbjedl 
not unworthy of its place and defti- 
nation. In the centire of an elegant 

capacious bafoh, where dolphins feem 
to fport, (lands the bafe, formed of 
a fpecies of porous ftone, permeable 
by the water, and thrown together 
in rude pomp, with an arch from 
call to weft, in which are marble 
figures of a lion and fea-horfe cou- 
chant J probably fome of the ori- 
ginal adjuncts of the River Gods 
that recline on the fides above. Thefe 
are four in number; They arc 
fculptured in white marble with a 
delicacy and expreffion fcarcely to be 
"^furpafled ; and are ufually fuppofed 

to 
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to reprefent the Nile, the Rhine, the 
Danube, and the Tiber. This ap- 
propriation is evidently wrong in 
fome ; but as they have few charac- 
teriftic appendages, it is not eafy to 
offer a certain difcrimination, nor 
perhaps was it ever intended. 

If the allufion is to the antique, the 
veiled figure may poflibly be the Da- 
nube ^y or the Nile ; that with the 

* On an ancient medal of Trajan, the Da- 
nube is depided having its head covered with a 
veil. 

Danubius penitis caput occultatus in oris 
Fluo AusoN. 

The River Tiber is reprefented in the Vati- 
can at Rome, refting his right leg on an oar. 
The hair and features fuificiently mark the 
Niger. ' The other has no particular charac- 
teriftic here, but in a print of the original Foun- 
tain at Rome, the palm tree is placed near ; and 
we are told the Indus fhould be drawn with a 
pleaiing countenance, which fo £ir correfponds 
with the application. 

H 3 right 
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right leg rcftiQg oa an oar, the Tiber ;• 
the figure with the negro features, 
the Niger ; the other the Indus. 
On the fquare pedeftal of an obeKflc 
of white marble is the fubfequent 
infcription in four different languages, 
Latin, Gatpk^ Italian, and Spaniih. 

jid Innocentium XI. Summum Ponilficem* 

► 

Pro. Carolo. IL Hifpaniarum Rege 

Excelc : D. 2). Gafpar : De, Haro^ et Guxmarif 

Murchlo. De. Carpio* Et Helicheo Orator. 

Ad Typum Molts. In Agonali Foro'Ere8a. 

Ah Equite. Bernino. Opus. Hoc. Extruif 

Juffit^ Eodsm. dirigente. ^i. Interim. 

Dumperjiceretur. DefunSus. 
Hoc : Pojlhumo. Partu : Imxbauftamf 
Mentis. FaounStatem Clmifit. 
Anno D: M : DC : LXXXL 

This fine piece of fculpture, the 
laft work of Bernini, and a copy 
from the magnificent fountain in the 

Piazza 
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Piazza Navona at Rome, was a pte- 
fent from the Spanifh ambafTador at 
the Papal court to the firft Duke of 
IVitarlborough. It has only been re- 
cently ere£led ; and during the many 
years it lay negledled, it was much 
damaged, and part of it loft. Still 
however it bears a clofe refemblance 
to the noble original ; proves an or- 
nament to the gardens, and the ad- 
miration of fpedators. 

From the fountain the path mean- 
ders up hill. The left is open to the 
charming vale through which the 
river glides ; the right is occafion- 
ally fhaded by groups of trees. Al- 
moft every ftep prefents a new fcene ; 
the tranfitions are fudden but never 
harfh : even the flrong contraft be- 
tween the elegant fculpture we have 
juft left, and the wild rock feats that 
occupy the brow, gives an additional 

H 4 impreffion 
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impfefGon to each. Above thefe is 
a noble view v into the park : the 
High LopGE,with its antique bat- 
tlements aiTiidft an amphitheatre of 
venerable trees, is a ftriking obje£t 
in the landfcape. From this fpot we 
wind to the right, and frefti beauties 
again arreft the attention. To paint 
every change of fcenery that prefents 

itfelf in the fpace of an hundred yards 
would be impoffiWe ; the impreflion 
can only be conveyed by the eye ; — 

r 

the happieft defcription would fail. 
At one point, we have a glimpfe of 
the river; at another perhaps it is 
loft ; the turrets of the Palace juft 
emerge ; an expanfe of water with a 
foreft line of wood draws the view y 
and, at a few paces diftance, the Pa- 
lace, the driver, the. two principal 
bridges, and the fine terrace on the 
weft of the gardens, all burft with 

iyrefiftible 
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irrefiftible beauty and attra£tion« At 
this fpot the fublime predominates 
in a very high degree j and frigid 
indeed muft that tafte be, which will 
not feel and confefs the energy of the 
fcene. When the rifing fun throws 
its horizontal rays on the gilded orbs 
of Blenheim, the tops of the trees 
catch his radiance, and the withdraw- 
ing {hade lightly floats on the furface 
of the lake ; nature does not furnifh a 
picture of more brilliance than this. 
A little farther, and the intervening 
jgroups allow only glimpfes ; — again 
the profpedt opens, the park difplays 
its fylvan honours on the north, and 
on the eaft the Chiltern hills bound 
the fight. At the utmoft extent of 
vifion is WiNCHENDON, former- 
ly thcL feat of the Duke of Whar- 
ton, now the property of his Grace 
of Marlborough. There is fome- 

thing 
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thing grand in the idea: the vaft 

fpaoc between is fwallowed np ; and 

fancy combiniDg the diftant domains 

in the fame landfcape, gives a fanc- 

tion and a folution to the magni- 
ficence around. 

On the right, as we turn down to- 
* wards the iron-bridge, Hands TArro- 
TiNo, or, as it is ufually called, the 
Listening Slave, a fine caft in 
bronze from the antique, by Benzi. 
Defcending to the river, from diftant 
views the tranfition becomes inftan- 
tanepus to near ones. The water is 
feen flowing round to the cafcade : 
the bank on the right is abrupt and 
rocky, chiefly planted with fumach j 
on the left, it is adorned with the 
faireft rifmg plantations, which in a 
fhort time will render the fpot more 
charadleriftically romantic. 

On 
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<fe the Blenheim fnie of the iron- 
bridge tile calfcade and ks accompa- 
niments arc ^oUy loft ; the former 
can only be traced by its murmurs 
and its daftiing. The walk now runs 
akmg the left of the upp^ river : 
the lower is fcarcely perceptible. 
Even the inferior path, by which we 
de&end from the flieep-walk to the 
ca£:ade, though only a few yards 
below, is rendered entirely diftinfl:, 
by the figure of the ground, and the 
groups that adorn it. As we ad- 
vance to the angle of the ftieep-walk, 
the ground becomes gradually more 
elevated. Beyond the broad expanfc 
of water on the left, a fine outline 
of pendent wood ftrctches along to 
an indeterminate length ; on the 
other hand is highly decorated lawn. 
The Terrace may be faid to com- 
mence at this point ; and its capti- 
vating 
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vating charms are gradually developed 
as we proceed. From a moderate 
elevation above the level of the lake, 
it rifes to a bold declivity, feathered 
down to the brink with majeftic 

trees, interfperfed with plantations 
of younger growth, grouped and 
arranged in the moft enchanting 
ftyle, while the wild foreft that clothes 
the oppofite bank is refleded in the 
cryftal tide below. The lake is 
farther enlivened with various plea- 
fure veflels, difpofed in fuch a man- 
ner as may beft adorn this illuftrious 
fcene. Behind is a delightful per- 
fpedive of the back-ground on the 
fouth-weft; and the cafcade glitters in 
all its grandeur. 

As we approximate the level of 
the terrace, the fhaft of Churchill's 
Pillar appears in front above the 
furrounding trees; by degrees it 

opens 
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opens to its very bafe. The dark 
groves in the northern part of the 
park begin to difplay themfelves ; and 
couched in the front of one, the 
celebrated Bath of Rofamond may 
be dimly difcerned. The water too 
affumes a variety of figuries; the 
outline becomes more indented ; and 
a collateral branch of undefined ex- 
tent, running up a deep vale from 
the principal ftream, without ap- 
pearing to derive its fole importance 
from it, has the pleafing effeft of 
feemihg to augment its current. 
DiTCHLEY Woods form the horizon ; 
thefe fall into the back-ground of the 
fcene, at a diftance fu^Ecient for great- 
nefs and without any disjunction of 
parts. 

Here we reach the Temple of Di- 
ana, which ftands on the fummit of the 
declivity. — ^We furvey the landfcape 
with rapture — we confefs the ne plus 

ultra 



( "o ) 

ukra of pidus-efqia^ embelUflinent. 
This temple indeed maFksi th6 happ^ 

%ot wkeFe the alTemblage 06 diflfcrent 
attradions opeFat-e wiflU i^gular ad- 
vantage. All is gFeat — alii is executed 
on a icale of proportionate raagni**. 
ficence ; and though, every paf t of 
the gardens has peculiar charmo, 
this tenrace — this point in particular^ 
as a home view combines more th^a 
ally aad exhibits, almoft evei?)^ di& 
ferent excellence of each.. 

The temple itfelf is a^ beautiftil 
ftrufture, defigned by Sir William 
Chambers-; znd^' it« fituation corre- 
fponds with that on the eaft: of the 
gardens. In the front are four pil- 
lars with Ionic capitals ; and on the 
pediment is this dedication : 

APTEMIAI. 
ATPI ANI AAI. 
OPE2TIAAL 

« To 
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•* To the lontatif ruralf motmtain-ranglng Diatuu** 

On the back wkhin^ i% a eential 

HiPPaLYTus oiferiftg a wreath of 
flowers to Diajta; and on two others 
united tp this by a feftoon, arc the 
fubfccjuent verfes from the Hippoly- 
tus of EuftiPiDES, with the anuexc4 
ele^aQt Engliflx verfioa. 

To tliee, bpght God4cf8, thirfe &ir flowers I brln^^ 
J^ chaplel; woven fipm tU' untaint^ inead* 
Thy cool fequp{b;i:'d haunts where never yet 
Shepherd apprq^ch'd; where thQ rude hind nefcr 

heaved 

TV 
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Th' imhallow'd axe: nor voice nor found Is heard^ 

Save the low murmuring of the vernal bee. 

The day-fpring horn abpve the dew dtftib 

Genial and mildy from the pure ftreain exhaPdi 

On every- fr a gr ant herb, and favourite flower. 

/ 

Hurried on by the fplendour of 
more capital objeds, we forget to 
notice another call in bronze of the 
Roman Wrestlers, by Benzi. 
It Hands on the right a little before 
we approach the temple, and well 
deferves attention as a juft repre- 
fentation of the antique. 

A fhort way beyond the temple 
we enjoy many brilliant fcenes in the 
park; and turning round over the 
charming lawn before the fouth 
front of the Palace, finifli the tour 
of the gardens with impreffions of 
pleafure gradually raifed to the 
higheft, and permanently fixed by 

the 
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the fpkndor of the concluding 

fcenery. 

The interfei^ing walks generally 
retire from the fight, but are never 
wanting for neccffary communica- 
tion : they condudt to the principal 
fubordinate fcenes ; they occupy the 
hapjpieft fpaces. By following their 
diredtion.we are fure of meeting with 
fome object in our progrefs to com- 
penfate for the toil; fome beauty is 
developed which wbuld otherwife be 
loft ; or fcenes are thrown into per- 
fpedlive, or heightened by contraffi, 
in a manner different from what we 
obferved before. 

The occafioAal recurrence alfo of 
the gardfen chair, the plain bench,' 
or the circular feat round the trunk 

« 

of fome uiftbrageous tree, by prefent- 
ing opportunities for reft, prevent 
the idea of laffitude* Thus, in our 

I journey 
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journey through lifei it is noit always 
the adual ufe of the accommoijatioa* 

we poiTefs that adds to our comfort ; 
it is the refledion that we may com- 
mand them in the hour of need, and 
that we have it in our power to gra- 
tify the want as fooix as it is felt^ 
But tbefe are not (imply objcfts of 
ornament or convenience : they ge- 
nerally point out fcenes which repof^^ 
may contemplate with delight^ aiKl 
faacy combine into picture- 

Here a thousand beauties, origin 
natiiig from defign, appear fortuitoiis^ 
to the eye. Though traverfing a 
garden where taile has exhaufted it^ 
ikill, we iaceflantly indulge the idea 
of being only comtemplatiag the na^ 
tural charms of the country^ anfi 
tracing delights of rich variety and 
AuUimited ex;tent. 
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in this tour, indeed, we have 
omitted many circumftahces which 
in an inferior place would have 
elaimed deferved regard. Here lit« 
tlenefs is atbTcMrbed in grandeur, and 
prettinefs in magnificence. This 
marks the prevailing charafter j and 
fliouldit ever, in the minuteft inftance, 
be facrificed to its oppofite, Blenheim 
will lofe that principal beauty — con- 
liftency, though it may borrow the 
fiaireft flowers from the garland of 
novelty. Of this there is no danger ; 
while the fame tafle that has fo 
ably planned, fo nobly prefides, et 
longum fiU ^his place will not only 
maiataia its adoiowledged fuperio-^ 
rity, but rife ftill higher in the fcale 
of public eftimation. 



I 2 RIVER. 
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RIVER*. 

THE river, which covers the whole 
extent of a fpacioiis valley, bending 
in the happieft ftile, and affording 
the moft profufe variety of pic- 
turefque features in the fublime, the 
beautiful, and the tranquil, whea 
viewed with its accompaniments, 
is indifputably the moft fuperb piece 
of artificial water in this kingdom. 
It is chiefly fupplied by the Glyme, 
which ftill, in a great meafure, re- 

* If the ward^ river and lake are fometimes 
applied to the fame things it is hoped the reader 
will not impute this to ignorance or error : the 
water at Blenheim partakes of the nature of 
both ; it is a River, because it has a pro- 
greffive motion ; it fs alfo a Lake, becaufe it 
fpreads far beyond its original channel. Thus 
uniting the diftinguiihing beauties and charac^- 
teriftics of each, it rifes to the pre-eminence 
of fublimityinkind. 

tains 



n 
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tains its original direction, its chan- 
nel being e?:panded rather than al- 
tered ; fo favourable has Nature been 
to the operations of art ! 

It enters the park in the vale which 
feparates Old from New Woodftock, 
flowing under a belt of rifing planta- 
tions, and iffuing to light by a bridge 
of feven arches, the minutenefs and 
multiplicity of which have been 
thought to derogate froni grandeur^ 
though the whole is well adapted to 
give the idea of continuity. In other 
views, a thick grove, and beautiful 
groups of Lombardy poplars, and other 
trees that love the ftreams, by con- 
cealing the fource promote the fame 
defirable efFed. The banks at firftare 
low : on one fide they foon become 
bold and winding ; on the other, 
they have little elevation, but arc 
happily varied. 

I 3 The 
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The river quickly fpreading to 
a great expanfe ftretches towards 
Queen Pool*, where it forms a 
fmall creek, chiefly loft in trees j 
then taking d determined courfe, 
k feems to feek the oppofite fhore, 
in its progrefs flowing round Queen 
ElizabetIi's Island fj a moft de- 
lightful fpot, clothed with trees and 
fhrubs of the utmoft beauty and 
Tariety, which connetEi the groups 
on the banks ; and fooh becoming 
embayed on the left, it winds round 
to the grand bridge, narrowing as it 
advances to an adequate breadth. , 

Frotn the bridge a moft capital ex- 
panfe of water again catches the eye j 
an expanfe unrivalled by the fineft 

% So called ftpm Philippa queen of Edward III. 

f This is part of the ancient caafeway lead- 
ing to the royal palace. 

4 Englifti 
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Englilh river *, unmixed with the 
fea ; and which wafliing the remote 
baulks, varies with their diredionj 
makes a long diverfion up a vale that 
forms a right angle with its bed, and 
affords the reprefentation of a colla- 
teral ftream ; then rolling a feemingly 
enlarged volume, it winds round, and 
wafhes the foot of the declivity, on 
which part of the gardens lie ; and on 
the other fide it is bounded by a hill, 
feathered down with a noble wood to 
the water's edge, and frequently re- 
flected on its furface. 

Preferving one general unvarying 

^ Brown, who fuperintended fome of the earty 
improvements here, in his ufual confequential 
manner, has been heard to boaft, ^^ That 
the Tharafes would never forgive him for what 
he. had done at Blenheim." Had he lived ^ 
tbc ppefefit time, be w6\M have been fenfible 
how much his moft finiflied labours may be 
furpaiTed. 

1 4 diredion 
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diredipn for a confiderable length, it 
gradually narrows ; and viewed from 
the grand bridge appears land-locked 
an4 embayed. Several pleafure veffels 
of various conftruftion riding at an- 
chor, fwans failing in confcious pride, 
and other aquatic fowl indigenous as 
well as exotic, exercifing their native 
propenfities, unite to enliven the wa- 
tery fcene. When tranquil, the refleft- 
ed and reverted images in the ftream 
prefent a picture, which fancy con- 
templates with mild delight; when 
agitated with winds, its rippling bofom 
and wavy dafli are lively emblems of 
the fea, to which it then bears fomc 
refemblance. < 

At the point where it appears em- 
bayed, it paffes under a light iron 
fridge, fimple and unadorned, an4 
charaderiflic of its deftination: and 

making 
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making a pretty fudden bend, it tunx- 
bl^s down a barrier of mafly rocks, 
ivith a force equal to its copioufnefs, 
and with a fall of eighteen feet. 
Above this cafcade are an hundred 
and fifty acres of water : below it is a 
continuation of an hundred more. 

Recovering its level, it flows with 
a ferpentine fweep through an ex- 
panded vale, embellifhed with a few 

* 

groups of the moft flourifliing young 

• "i 

plantation ; and at an agreeable dif- 
tance ftretches another face of the hill 
already mentioned as a boundary, 
covered with trees whofe pendency 
and age render them at once pic- 
turefque and venerable ; but though 
in this reach the river admits an oval 
woody iflet, its channel becomes now 
more contracted than before ; and its 
ftUe partakes rather of the beautiful 

than 
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than the fublime. Reaching the new 
bridge, a very elegant ftrudture, it in- 
clines with the courfe of the vale, and 
touching near Bladon, makes a deter- 
mined bend tp the right. The banks 
on both fides at this point are fwelling 
lawn with little clumps connedled by 
fingle trees, difpofed without the leaft 
fliew of intention. 

From hence the river takes a va- 
riety of charming turns, chiefly with 
a ftrong inclination to the right, dou- 
bling as it were on itfelf, and cir- 
cumfcribing the end of the hill which 
accompanies it the grcateft part of its 
courfe. In one place, a fine fheet of 
water fpreads before the eye, and in- 
vites progrefs by its apparent conti- 
nuity ; in another, the trees feem to 
embay it, and we advance a confider- ' 
able way before we can deteiSt the 

deception. 

From 
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From the firft determined fweep 
near Bladon, a gravel walk on the 
left follows the diretSion of the river. 
Tliis walk is bounded on one fide by 
a belt of thick plantation ; * on the 
other, a few fcattered trees range 
with the ftream. Beyond the river 
we are charmed with all the diverfity 
of pleafing fcenery : a fmall grove 
firft prefents itfclf clofe to the verge 
of the tide ; a few irregular trees 
next fucceed; .fometimes a clump 
planted at the termination of a reach/ 
by advancing to the belt on the op- 
pofite fhore, appears to landlock the 
ftream ; then again we are delight- 
ed with open lawn and diverfified 
landfcape. At laft, the river preci- 
pitates itfelf down a ftecp cafcade, 
and at the fame inftant falls into the 
EvENLODE, which gliding in an op- 
polite diredion through verdant meads, 

winds under the park to receive the 

tributary 
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tributary Glyme. The united rivers 
forming a woody ifland immediately 
after their jundion, meander through 
a continuation of meads, and difpenfe 
beauty and fertility as they flow. 

The efFeft occafioned by two rivers 
haftening to meet each other, and 
then bending almoft at right angles 
with their former courfe, is as pleafmg 
as it is fmgular and romantic. No 

aukward termination is here to be 
traced ; no difgtifting difplay of art to 

heighten the fcene : tafte unfolds the 
beauties of Nature with a delicate 
touch, and Art is only the handmaid 
to her charms. 

So many circumftances lend their 
aid to embellifh this fpot and its vici- 
nity, thajt we fcruple not to pronounce 
it one of the moll delightful in the 
precinds of Blenheim : but it retires 
from the view, and its unobtrufive 

charms 
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charms are therefore feldom feen* 
While fcenes lefs captivating force at- 
tention by a bold difplay, thefe, like 
modefty, fhun the public eye, and are 
only vifited by the difcerning few. 
May we not add, fuch is the fate of 
unafluming merit ; its lovely qualities 
are only cafually noticed, and the im- 
preffion they make is often too eva- 
nefcent to avail them ! 

To return — the water. at Blenheim^ 
as a very elegant writer* obferves^ 
" in fize, form, and ftile, is equal 
" to the majefty of the fcene j and is 
** defigned in the fpirit, is executed 
" with the liberality of the original 
" donation, when this refidence of a 

" mighty monarch was beftowed by 
" a great people, as a munificent re-» 
" ward on the hero who had deferved 
*' bed of his country/' 

♦ Wheatley oA Modern Gardening. 

PARK, 
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P A R K* 

THE Park, which under thu 
Jtufpices of the prefent Duke has re- 
ceived every poffible improvement, 

Flahn'd by* his tafte, and planted by hishand^ 

18 one continued galaxy of charm- 
ing profpe£ts, and agreeably diver- 
ilfied fcenes. Its circumference is 
upwards of twelve miles j its area 
about two thoufand feven hundred 
acreS) round which are the moft en- 
chanting rides, chiefly fhadcd towards 
the boundary with a deep belt of va- 
rious trees, evergreens, and deciduous 
jQirubs, whofe mingled foliage exhibit 
the diiSereat gradations of tints from 
the moft faint to the moft obfufeated 
green ; while others of correfp<Hidmg 

figure and growth QU the park fide, 

fomc- 
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fbmetimes range with the former, 

and fometimes breaking into groups, 
with large interftices between, relieve 
the taedium of continued uniformity, 
and open the moft brilliant profpe£ls* 
Indeed the efFeds of poliftied tafte 
and the fublime in defign are no 
where more perceptible than in the 
boundlefs views which at intervals 
prefent themfclves ; the limits of the 
park being in general quite concealed ; 

and the whole furrounding coimtrjr, 
v;Mriad with hills, and vales^ fpires^ 
tow^s, and villas, appearing as one 
wi4« extended landfcape. In the 
i^t^raal pwt new improvements aw 
CQOtinually adopting, and new plants^ 
tioB9 rifing, wherever they can contri* 
Wte to the beauty Or the luxuriance 
qS the fcesM. 

—"Hence the poor ajte cloth'4| the hungry fe^ 
Health to himfelfy anid to his children bre^d 
The labourer bears. ■ 

The 
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The ufual ride round the park fojf 

4 

cccafional vifitors includes a circum-* 
ference of rather more than three 
miles, defcribing a wide circle round 
the palace and gardens, which are ca- 
fually and advantageoufly feen through 
glades in the progrefs, and exhibiting 
many magnificent pictures over the 
park and country round* 

To enumerate every beauty confpi- 
cuous in this tour v,^ould be to deli- 
neate . all that isicharming in natural 
objects ; arid in fome inftances Would 
occafion a repetition of circumftances 

already remarked. A detail muft not 
therefore be expeded. Let it how- 
ever be obferved, that at Blenheim 
the Jerme ornee is combined with the 
magnificent park. In one quarter^ 
the eye is delighted with the fight 
df waving corn, in another with green 
paddocks that invite the fcythe 2 here 

a build- 



( ^^9 ) 
a building dedicated to agricultural 
purpofes^ or raifed for the accommo- 
dation of the neceflary officers, juft 
peeps through the deep fhade of fur- 
rounding trees ; there the team rat- 
tles down the flope abrupt. On one 
fide appears a herd of deer, on ano- 
ther a flock of fheep, and fometimes 
animals native and foreign graze in 
fecial peace. All is a picture of ru- 
ral life in its moft agreeable colours, 
in. its happieft avocations : it prefents 
cheerful activity, or tranquil repofe — 
Arcadian fcenes divefted of fable, and 
real wealth without glitter. 

Among the many captivating views 
which every fpeftator of tafte will 
recognize in his ride, thofe from the 
High Lodge and the Obelisk may 
be particularized. The High LodOS 
was once therefidence of the witty, 
but immoral Wilmot Earl of Rochcf- 

K tcr, 
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ter» and the place t^hfere ht ditd. 
Let tlM^e^ who haVe c(^)ted bis pro^ 
fligacy^ r^a on his ifentorfe, and 
refolve . to imitate his repelhtft»ce ! 
From henee the profpeQ: is not cmly 
one of the moft extenfive, but alfo 
one of the moft captivating in Great 
Britain : it includes, among a variety 
of other capital and pidurefque ob- 
jefts, a beautiful view of the Univer- 
fity of OxFOkD. 

From the Obelisk^ the Palace^ 
the Rive?, and the Gardens are feen 
in their heft perfpeftive, and the idea 
of grandeur they excite will con- 
vert admiration into aftonifhment. 

. Nor will the obelifk itfelf pafs with- 
put . observation : it is raifed to the 
memory of the hero of modern times, 
fcefore whole tranfcendent fervicess 
the little merits of other warriors 
are loft. The ftattie ©f this great 

man. 
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mail) mhkch crowns the tdtiteHi 
is deflgned in a Roman drefs: at 

his ffeet are two eagles ; in the ieft. 
hand is the generd^s baton ; in the 
right, a figure of Victory elevated. 
On three fides of the pedeftai are in- 
fcribed the Ads of the Britifh Par- 
liament in hi3 favour, and the entail 
of his honours and eilates on the 
defendants of his daughters, hj 
which they ceatre in the prefent 
iHuftriotts &milji oa |^e .fi^e fa- 
cing Bknfaeim) his chiraAer is thus 
delineated, and his exploits recorded, 
as is fuppofed, by the mafterly pen. 
ttf Lord Bolingbroke : 



TlieCaiUeQfBi.EMHEjiMw^8f{oiui<kdby Queen Amii^y 

In ibt fimfth Year x:i'faer Ro^go, 

In the y^arof Oie Omftm Mm 

One Thoufand Seven Hundred and Five. 
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A Monument deiigned to perpetuate the Memoryof the 

Signal ViAory 

Obtained over the French and BavarianSf 

Ne^r the Village of Blenhbim^ 

On the Banks of the Damtk. 

By John Duke of Marleorough^ 

The .Hero not only of his Nation, but of his Age; 

Whofe Glory was equal in the Council and in the Field; 
Who by Wifdom, Juftice, Candour, and Addrefs, 

Reconciled various, and even oppofite Interefts ; 
acquired an Influence 

\ • , . 

Which no Rank, no Authority, can give. 
Nor any Force, but that of fuperior Virtue: 
Became ihc fixed, important Centre, 
Which united, in one common Caufe, 

The principal States of Europe ; 

Who, by military Knoysrledge, and irrefiftible Valour, 

In a long Series of uninterrupted Triumphs, 

Broke the Power of Fran ce, 

When raifed the higheft, when exerted the moil : ' 

Refciied the Empire from Defolation ; 
Afferted,and confirmed the Liberties of Europe. 



(> 
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" PHILIP, a Grandfon of the Houfe 
" of FRANCE, united to the Intereft, 
** directed by the Policy, fupported by 
** the Arms of that Crown, was placed on 
" the Throne of Spain. King WIL- 
"LIAM III. beheld this formidable 
** Union of two Great, and once Rival 
** Monarchies. At the End of a Life 
** fpent in defending the Liberties of 
"EUROPE, He faw them in their 
<^ great eft Danger, He. provided for 
^* their Security in the moft eflFeftual 

^^ Manner. He took the Duke of Marl- 
*^ borough into his Service, 

*^ Ambaflador Extraordinary and Plenipotentiary 
•* Tothe States General of the United Provinces, 

*' The Duke contracted feveral Al- 
* ^ liances, before the Death of King Wil- 
^* liam. He confirmed and improved 
" Thefe, He contracted others, after the 
<« Acceffion of Queen ANNE; and re- 
** united the Confederacy, which had 
«* been diffolved at the End of a for- 

K 3 " mer 
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*« mer War, in a flxidkcr stnd firmer 
^ League. 

*^ Captain General and Commander in^Chief 
'* Of the Forces of Great Britain, 

•• The Duke led to the Field the Army 
'* of the Allies. He took with furprifing 
" Rapidity VENLO, RUREMONDE, 
•* STEVENSWAERT, LIEGE. He 
** extended and fccured the Frontiers of 
*^ the Dutch The Enemies, whom he 
'* found infulting at the Gates of NI* 
*^ MEGHEN, were driven to feek for 
" Shelter behind their Lines. He forced 
*< bonne; HUY, LIMBOURG, in 
" another Campaign. He opened the 
*^ Communication of the RHINE, as 
" well as thd MAES. He added all the 
*' Country betweeA thefe Rivers to his 
** former Conquefts. ^ 

»^ The Arms of FRANCE, hrourtd 
«^ by the Defeaion of the Eleftor of BA- 
^* VARIA, had penetrated into the Heart 
^< of the: EMPIRE- This mighty Body 

<May 
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** lay cxpof€4 to injrRcdiate Ruin. In 
** that memorable Crifis, the Quke of 

"MARLBOROUGH led his TfQops 
^* with unexaoipled Celerity, Secrecy, 
" Order, from the OCEAN to the DA- 
" NUBE. He faw. He attacked, nor 
'* flopped, hut to conquer the Enemy. 
« He forped the BAVARIANS, fuft^in- 
" cd by the FRENCH, in their ftrong 
** Entrcixphme^t? at SCHEf4-]EN- 
" BERG. He p^ifed the DANUBE. 
" A fecond Royal Army, conjppXe^ of 
" the beft Troops of FRANCE, wasfent 
^f to reiafori:^ tlic firft. Th^t of the Con- 
^* federates was divided. With one Part 
<^ of itihe Siege of INGOLDSTADT 
" was carried on : with the other, the 
«* Duke gave Battle to the united 
" Strength of FRANCE §c 3AVARIA. 
^^ On the fecond Day of Auguft, 6ne 
*^ thoufand feven hundred and four, 
'** He gained a more glorious Viftory 
«^ than the Hiftories of any Age can 
** boaft. The Heaps of flain were dread- 

K4 ^ '^ilil 
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«« ful , Proofs of his Valour : A Marihall 
'* of FRANCE, whole Legions of 
" FRENCH, his Prifoners, proclaimed 
« his Mercy. BAVARIA was fubdued. 
« R ATISBON, AUSBOURG, ULM, 
'' MEMINGHEN, all the Ufurpations 
*^ of the Enemy were reftored. From 
" the DANUBE the Duke turned his 
*^ viftorious Arms towards the RHINE 
" and the MOSELLE. LANDAU, 

"TREVES, TRAERBACH were 

*^ taken. In the Courfe of one Cam- 
** paign the very Nature of the War 
** was changed. The Invaders of other 
*^ States were reduced to defend their 
« own. The Frontier of FRANCE 
*^ was expofed in its weakeft Part to the 
" Efforts of the Allies. 

" That He might improve this Ad- 
** vantage, that He might pufli the Sum 
'^ of Things to a fpeedy Decifion, the 
*^ Duke of MARLBOROUGH led his 
** Troops early in the following Year 

" once 
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« once more to the MOSELLE, They 
^^ whom He had faved a few Mondis 
*^ before, neglefted to fecond him now. ' 
^f They who might have been His Com- 
** panions in Conqueft, refufed to join 
" him. When He faw the generous 

** Defigns He had formed fruftrated by 
^^ private Intereft, by Pique, by Jealoufy, 
" He returned with Speecf to the MAES. 
*^ He returned, and Fortune and Vidtory 
*' returned with Him. LIEGE was 
« relieved : HUY re-taken. The 
" FRENCH, who had prefled the Ar- 
« my of the STATES GENERAL 
" with fuperior Numbers, retired be- 
*' hind Intrenchments which they deemed 
** impregnable. The Duke forced thefe 
*' Intrenchments, with inconfiderable 
" Lofs, on the feventh Day of July, 
*' 1 705. He defeated a great Part of 
" the Army which defended them. The 
'* reft efcaped by a precipitate Retreat. 
" If Advantages proportionable to 
*^ this Succefs were not immediately 

*^ obtained. 
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** obtained^ let the Failure be afcribed to 
** that Misfortune which attends moft 
*^ Confederacies^ a Divifion of Opinions 
*^ where one alone (hould judge, a Di- 
•* vifion of Powers where one abne 
** (hould command. The Difappoint- 
** ment itfelf did Honour to the Duke. 
*^ It became the Wonder of Mankind, 
*^ how he could do fo much under thofc 
'* Reftraints which had hindered him 
** from doing more. 

*^ Powers more abfolute were given 
** him afterwards* The Eucreafe of his 
*^ Powers multiplied his Viftories. At 
** the opening of the next Campaign, 
<^ when all his Army was not yet affem- 
*^ bled, when it was hardly IjLnowA thgt 
*< lie had taken the Fiejd, t&e Noife of 
*' his Triumphs was lieard over EU- 
«^ ROPE. On the twelfth Day of May, 
«' one thoufaod feven hun4red ^nd fix> 
*' he attacked the French at RAMEL- 
" LIES. In the Space of two Houi-s 

4 *' their 
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*< their whole Army was put to Flight. 
<« The Vigpui; aad Conduft with which 
" he improved the Succefs were equal to 
*• thc^e with which he gjuned it. LOU- 
"VAIN, BRUSSELS, MALINES, 
" LIERE, GHENT, OUDENARDE, 
"ANTWERP, DAMME, BRU- 
«<GES, CbURTRAY forrendered. 
"OSTEND, MENIN, DENDER- 
"MOND, AETH, were takeiu 
« BRABANT and FLANDERS were 
*» recovered. Places whicfi had refifted 
« the greateft Generals for Months, for 
" Years ; Provinces difputed for Ages, 
*« were the Conquefts of a Summer. 

*« Nor was the Duke content to tii- 
«' umph alone. Solicitous for the ge- 
« neral Intereft, his Care extended to 
"theremoteft Scenes of the War. He 
« chofe to leffen his own Army, that he 
"might enable the Leaders of other 
« Armies to conquer. To this muft be 
« afcribed, that TURIN was relieved 

««the 
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^« the Duke of SAVOY reinftated, the 
<« FRENCH driven with Cgnfiifion out 
« of ITALY. 

*' Thefe Vidtories gave the Confe- 
*^ derates an Opportunity of carrying the 
*^ War on every Side into the Dominions 
*' of FRANCE. But (he continued to 
" enjoy a Kind of peaceful Neutrality 
*Mn GERMANY. From ITALY, 
*' (he was once alarmed, and liad no 
*^ more to fear. The entire Reduction 
*' of this Power, whofe Ambition had 
*' caufed, whofe Strength fupported the 
*' War, feemed referved to him alone, 
'* who had fo triumphantly begun the 
^^ glorious Work. 

« The Barrier of FRANCE on the 
'' Side of the LOW COUNTRIES, 
*^ had been forming for more than half a 
^* Century. What Art, Power, Expencc 
*' could do, had been done, to render 
it impenetrable. Yet here fhe was 
mod expofed : for here the Duke of 

*' MARL- 
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«* MARLBOROUGH threatened to 
** attack her. 

" To cover what they haa gained by 
** Surprife, or had been yielded to them 
«' by Treachery, the FRENCH marched 
« to the Banks of the SCHELDE. At 
♦* their Head were the Princes of the 
** Blood, and their moft fortunate Ge- 
« neral the Duke of VENDOM^. 
** Thus commanded, thus polled, they 
•* hoped to check the Viftor in his 
*^ Courfe, Vain were their Hopes. The 
« Duke of MARLBOROUGH pafled 
<^ the River in their Sight, He defeated 
«^ their whole Army. The Approach of 
" Night concealed, the Proximity of 
« GHENT favoured their Flight. They 
*^ negleded nothing to repair their Lofs, 
«' to defend their Frontier, N^w Ge- 
^* nerals, new Armies appeared in the 
« NETHERLANDS. All contributed 
^^ to enhance the Glory, none were able 
** to retard the Progrefs of the Confe- 
^^ derate Armies. 

^' LISLE, 
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«' LlSLEt the Bulwark df this IBar^ 
** rier, was befieged. A numerous Gar* 
«' rifon and a Marihal of FRANCE 
"defended the Place. Prince EU- 
«« GENE of SAVOY conunanded, die 
«^ Duhe of MARLBOROUGH covered 
<* and fuftained the Siege. The RiTers 
<* were fcized, and the Communication 
" with HOLLAND interrupted. The 
f' DukiC opened new Communications 
^ with great Labour, and greater Art* 
*^ Through Countries overnrun by the 
** Enemy y the neceflary Convoys arrived 
f < in Safety. One alone was attacked* 
*^ The Troops which attached it were 
«* beat. The Defence of LISLE was 
*^ animated by Affurances of Relief. 

'^ The FRENCH aflctaWed aU their 
" Force. They marched towards the 
«' Town. The Duke of MARL80* 
*' ROUGH offered theaiBattlc, without 
** fufpcnding the Siege. Hey aban- 
** doned the Enterprile. They came to 

« fave 



** fave tbe Town : they were Spefta- 
** ters of its Fall. , 

** From this Cenqueftthe Dukehaftcft* 
" ed to othtersw 

'^ The Pofts tiken by thd Enemy on 

^^ thfe SCHELDE were furprifed. That 
" Ri¥er was pafled the feccwid Timft, 
** ahd ni0twfthftanding the great Piepa^ 
** ratitJiiB rtiade to prevent k, without 
« Opp^MdA. BRUSSELJv, befieged by 
»* tte Sleetot '<rf BAVARIA, was w- 
*' fieVed. GH^NT fuyrendtred t6 ihk 
<* Duke in the Middle of 4 Wiht61-Tfe- 
" markably fevere. An Aany^ Iktle 
** inferior to his own, naarched out of <hc 
*' Place. 

^* As foon ^ thfe Seafbai of the Year 
*^ per-mitted him to open lanother Caoi^ 
« pwgiv, ihe Duke befiegi^d dud took 
«* TOURNAY'. «einv0ftcd M0NS. 
<' Nww: tWk City, tic FRENCH Artny, 
*' eov^-ed by "thi^k Woods, dfefended 
^^h^ ftebk Entf«iek«i*»is, wak^ to 

** moleft 
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** molefl^ nor prcfumed to offer Battle. 
** Even this was not attempted by them 
** with Impunity* On the laft Day of 
** Aiiguftonethoufendfevcnhxindredand 
^' ninCj the Duke attacked them in their 
*^ Camp. All was employed, nothing 
^ availed againft the Refolution of fuch 
** a General, againft the Fury of fuch 
** Troops. The Battle was bloody : the 
" Event decifive. The Woods were 
** pierced : the Fortifications trampled 
*« down. The Enemy fled. The Town 
** was taken. 

^^DOWAY, BETHUNE, AIRE, 
'^ St. VENANT, BOUCHAIN under- 
** went the fame Fate in twp fuccecding 
^* Years. Their vigorous Rcfiftance 
^^ could not fave them. The Army of 
^^ FRANCE durft not attempt to re- 
<« lieve them. It feemed preferved to 
«* defend the Capital of the Monarchy. 

** The Profpeft oiP this extreme Dif- 
^^ trefs was neither diftant nor dubious. 

'«The 
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« The FRENCH acknowledged their 
^' Conqueror, and fued for peace. 

Thefc are the Aftions of the Duke of MARLBOROUGH, 

Performed in the Compafs of a few Years, 

Sufficient to adorn the Annals of Ages. 

The Admiration of other Nations 

Will be conveyed to lateft Pofterity, 

In theHiftories even of the Enemies of BRITAIN. 

The Senfe which the BRITISH Nation had 

Of his tranfcendent Merit, 
^ was exprefled 

In the-moft folemn, moft efFedual, moft durable Manner. 

The Ads of PARLIAMENT infcribed on this Pillar, 
Shall ftand as long at the BRITISH Name and Language laft, 

Illuftrious Monuments 
Of MARLBOROUGH'S Glory, 

and - 

Of BRITAIN'S Gratitude. 



Rows of {lately trees defcribe a 
crefcent on the eaft and weft of this 
column ; but foon converging behind 
to a moderate breadth, and breaking 
into groups and clumps of different 

L forms 
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forms and magnitudes, they form as 
charming vifta to an almoft undeter- 
mined length. Through this vifta 
formerly lay the road conducting to 
'the grand approach ; a ftraight reach 
of more than two miles, without 
much diverfity in the objects, and 
with too great formality to pleafe. 
It now takes a happier dire£tion along 
the edge of the lake to Queen Pool, 
then enters a low bottom with noble 
fleeps in diftinft mafles, the fides of 
which are adorned with pendent 
groves and clumps of different 
growths ; and flowly gaining the level, 
at lail terminates in the parallel of the 
palace and pillar ; reaching the fame 
point with the undeviating vifta, 
which in its prefent application is 9 
real embellifliment. 

The ancient Roman road, gene- 
rally known by the appellation of 

Akeman 
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Akem AN Street, crofles the viftsi 
from eaft to weft ; and may be dif- 
tindlly traced near the north lodge. 
Where the Akeman has been bro- 
ken up, its materials appear to 
have been an immenfe congeftion 
of rubble and ftones, fuch as the 
vicinity fupplied. Its ridge in many 

places is ftill entire^ and exhibits a 
proof of the perfevering iaduftry, 
the indefatigable pains, and the pub« 
lie fpirit of the Roman colonifts. At 
a fmall diftance beyond the park, 
and a little to the right of the Ake- 
man, in the parifli of Stonesfield, 
a teflcUated pavement was difcovered 
in 1 7 1 1 , which was then generally 
fuppofed to be nothing more than 
the fite of a Roman general's tent. 
In 1779J near the fame fpot, the areas 
of feveral other large apartments 
were found with curious teflelU- 
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tions, and borders, at once admirable 
for beauty and device. Adjoining 
was a hypocauft, and a bath, and 
other remains of Roman architecture 
in brick of the moft durable texture. 
Thefe have been chiefly removed or 
demolifiied : hovsrever, confiderable 
mafles of the pavements are preferved 
by Thomas Walker of Hcnfmgton, 

Efq. and corre<3: drawings of the 
whole, by Lewington, of Woodftock 

(who has faved copies), are in the 
poflTelfion of the Antiquary Society. 

But this park is ftill more celebrated 
for its magnificent royal palace, com- 
monly called the Manor House, 
the favourite retreat of feveral kings 
of England at various periods, till the 
reign of Charles I. when the fucceed- 
ing interval of civil difTenfion and 
anarchy, laid it almoft wholly in ruins. 
It was not however wholly demo- 

lifhed, 
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liihed, till after the building of Blen- 
heim ; when every trace of the an- 
cient edifice was removed, and two 
fycamore trees were planted to mark 

its fite. On entering the park from 
Woodftock, thefe prefent themfelves 
on a bold elevation beyond the river, 
at a fmall diftance from the bridge : 
their growth is luxuriant ; their 
foliage of the moft vivid green ; they 
fpread their broad arms on every 
fide J and feem to guard the fpot 
with religious veneration. Though 
their appearance is cheerful, though 
the penfive has no fhare rn the pic- 
ture ; a philofophic mind can hardly 
view them without impreflions more 
ftrong than the moft fplendid ruin 
could have excited. At the fight of 
a ruin, it is natural to indulge re- 
fledlions on paft fcenes, to regal 
images of anciient grandeur, and to 

L 3 connedi 



( ^So ) 
conned what remains with what 
18 loft. Here we cannot conned, 
but we may create. — Fancy is at liber-^ 
ty to raife the pile, to fafhion its or- 
naments, and to adapt its appendages 
without a guide, and without con- 
trol; and fancy will ever exceed 
realities. — ^We thus ered the vifion-' 
ary palace ; — ^we people it with the 
gay, the illuftrious, and the good, we 

liften to the voice of melody— we 
pourtray the fprightly dance, the 

ft 

proud levee ; — ^at once they vanifli ; 
and we wake to the recolledion of 
the vanity of art, and the ravages of 
time, which here Ihew their cpm- 
pleteft triumph. Of the rpg^l dome, 
not 4 wreck remains ; and where 
kings gaye audience, ^nd vaiTals 
knelt, the herds crop the velvet green. 



Campos ubi Troja fuit. 
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This place can boaft a very remote 

antiquity. Hiftory informs us, that 
King Ethelred, who began his reign 
in 866, held a parliament at Wood- 
flock Palace; and Lambard, in his 
Colle(9:ion of Saxon Laws, recites fe- 
yeral ftatutes then and there enafted* 
Hrs brother, the illuftrious AlfreDi 
who mounted the throne in 872, not 
only occafionally refided at Wood- 
fiock, but) according to a MS. in the 
Cottonian library, fpent fo muqh of 
the little fpace here, in which he was 
difengaged from his numerous wars, 

that he tranflated Boethius de Confila^ 
iione Fhilofoiphia ; and about the fame 
time he is fuppofed to have founded 
the Univerfity of Oxford. Camden, 

in his Britannia, fays that King Ethel- 
red, father of Edward the Confeflbr, 
" Apud Woodftock olim ordinum 
conventum habuit, et leges tuliti" 

L 4 that 
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that is, held a convention of the ftates 
at Woodftock, and paffed laws. And 

from the cenfual roll, or furvey made 
in the 1 8th year of William the Con- 
queror, commonly called Doomfday 
Book, it appears that Woodftock was 
then a borough, and that the de- 
mefnes were afforefted. Rous, the hit 
torian, tells us, that this was the firft 
park in England : in point of natural 
beauty and elegant embelliftiment, 
it ftill maintains priority ! Dugdale 

feems to be of Rous's opinion ; and 
William of Malmefbury, and others, 
inform, that King Heniy I. furnifhed 
it with foreign wild beafts> which 
he procured from other princes, or 
bought up at a great expence. Cer- 
tain it is, that this monarch at leaft 
beautified the palace, and furrounded 
the park with a wall, which in many 
places ftill remains: whether he 

built 
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built them from the ground, is by 
no means fo clear. 

At the mention of Woodftock, the 
name of Henry 11. naturally occurs : 
for who has not heard of Henry 
and Rosamond ! This celebrated 
beauty was daughter of Walter Lord 
Clifford. At the early age of fifteen, 
fhe poffeffed fufficient charms to cap- 
tivate a warrior king, who feduced 
her from her friends, and contrived 
a bower for her reception, and a la*- 
byrinth by which her romantic retreat 
might communicate with the palace, 
and prevent any furprifal from the 
.vindictive jealoufy of his Queen. 
This precaution, howeyer, is well 
known to have proved ineffectual ; 
and the lovely frail one at length fell 
a victim to the refentment of the in^ 
jured and the implacable Eleanor. 

The 
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The manner of her difcovery, and 
the kind of death fhe fufFered, are va- 
rioufly related, and much difputed j 
and authentic hiftory does not furnifli 
us with a clue to unravel them. Ro- 
famond was buried in the choir of 
Godftow nunnery, near Oxford, 
where a njagnificent tomb was ereiS:- 
€d to her memory, furrounded with 
tapers continually burning j till the 
beginning of King Richard's reign, 
when Hugh Bifhop of Lincoln, in his 
primary vifitation, came to Godftow ; 
and being offended at the extraordi- 
nary veneration he faw paid to a 
woman of her unfortunate defcription, 
burft int6 a fit of zeal, and ordered 
her remains to be removed, and de- 
pofited in a lefs facred place. His 
injundion was complied with; and 
the nuns interred her in their chapter- 

houfe. 
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houfe, covering her grave with a flat 
ftone, on which was infcribed no 
more than Tomba Rosamundk 
What is now ihewn for Rofamond s 
tomb, and fome mirerable verfes re- 
corded as her epijtaph, are only inven-i- 
tions to amufe the credulous, and 
baits for the ignorant : at the diflblu^ 
tion of the monaftery more imports 
ant objects were obliterated, more 
lingular circumftances configned to 
oblivion, 

Curiofity will be eager to be gra- 

m 

tified with an account of her bower, 
her labyrinth, and her bath j circum- 
ftances fo univerfally known by re-^ 
port, and fo intimately cpnnefked 
with the fcenes defcribed,— Of the 
bower, there is neither hiftory or 
([rawing extant— of the labyrinth 
fome trace? are faid to have been dif* 

covered. 
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covered, and fome utenfils, coins, 
and antiquities dug up, and prefented 
to Lady Diana Spencer by the work- 
men, when the ground was level- 
ing by order of the firft Duke of 
Marlborough. The fpring that muft 

have fupplied her bath, ftill remains 
and retains her name ; and is truly 

" Health to the fick, and folace to the fwain." 

It is fituated in a fmall dell in the 
fide of the hill, a little to the weft- 
ward of the grand bridge, and a 
few paces from the edge of the 
lake. It gufhes from an artificial 
aperture in the ftones which line the 
cavity on the north to a confiderable 
elevation, with a fall of nearly two 
feet, and a copioufnefs and equability 
in every feafon, that few fprings ex- 
ceed. Scarcely has it fmoothed its 
ruffled wave before it is received into 
a capacious bath, about five feet deep, 

and 
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and twenty fquare, lined at the bot- 
tom and on the fides with freeftone, 
and fenced with iron palifades. The 
watei^ of the bath is fo pellucid and 
tranquil, that it reflects objects like a 
mirror ; and for this purpbfe poets 
and lovers have afligned it to beauty, 
which feems to be indigenous here. 

The facing over the fall is formed 
of a dulky coloured ftone ; the layers 
terminate abruptly on the fides with 
the refemblance of a ruin ; and the 
whole has the air of antiquity. To 
increafe this appearance It bears ma- 
ny marks of the univerfal paffion — 
the love of fame. This has prompted 
numbers to carve the initials of their 
names, and the year of the exploit, 
with charadteriftic rudenefs, and with 
a feeming zeal for their prefervation. 
In one part we fee names which now, 
perhaps, hav^ no other memorial; in 

another, 
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Another, recent eflForts to imprefs a 
remembrance by obliterating what 
former engravers have left as monu- 
ments of their exiftence. Thus it is 
in life ! in the moft important tranf- 
aftions^ in the greateft performances* 

In a folitude like this, where the 
fubjeCt and the fcene are apt to in- 

fpirc penfive thoughts, fuch traces arc 
not unpleafing, they tend to promote 
one general efFe£k, to which every 
circumftance here contributes — the 
love of contemplation. The haw- 
thorn, mixed with woodbines rnd 
other fhrubs, overhang the fpring, 
and forms a deep irregular (hade j 
the wandering ivy and its kindred 
plants clafp the ftones that line the 
precipice, and fill up the fiflures and 
interftices with their roots. Behind 
rifes a grays, which is rapidly thicken- 

I ing 
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ing Its gloom, and affifting to render 
the fpot more fequeftered. The 
birds carol around ; the nightingale, 
perhaps, pours forth her plaintive 

notes J and the dafhing of the water 
unites with the reverberations of the 
neighbouring echo to cherifh a footh- 
ing melancholy. When this mood 
has been indulged till relief becomes 
defirable, we may turn to the Pa- 
lace. The afpe£t on this hand is 
more cheerful and open. The fom- 
bre, however, ft ill prevails, particular- 
ly at even ; it is infeparable from the 
feafon and the fpot. The following 
infcription was penned under its in- 
fluence, on a report that an urn wa& 
intended to be eredled over th^ fprihg j 
if the verfe Ihould be negled-ed, let 
the moral be remembered ! 
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INSCRIPTION. 

Ye Fair j who tread in Pleafurc's mazy Round, 

Where many a Snare, and many a Gulph is found ; 

For once refle<El ! with penfive Step draw nigh. 

And let this Moral gain th' attentive eye : 

** Birth, Titles, Fortune, — all that Fate can givc> 

** Or the moft favour'd of your Sex receive ; 

•* Youth's blooming Grace, ev'n Rofamonda's charms, 

« 

•* All that delights, or captivates and warms, 

** Wcigh'd in the Scale *gainft Virtue are but vain,— 

** Link'd with fair Virtue, deathlefs "Wreaths obtain 

•* While Vice lives only in the Roll of Fame, 

** To wake your Pity, or to warn from Shame I ** 

At Woodftock Palace, Henry II. 
received the homage of Malcolm 
King of Scotland, and Rice Prince of 
Wales, in 1 1 64 ; and likewife con- 
ferred the honour of knighthood on 
JeiFery furnamed Plantagenet, his fe- 

cond 
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cond fon by the fair Rofamond. The 
nuptials of the Lady Ermengard, 
daughter of Richard Vifcount Beau* 
mont, coufin to Henry, with Wil- 
liam King of Scotland, were alfo 
celebrated here with the utmoft mag- 
nificence for four fucceflive days. 

Edmund, the fecond fon of Ed- 
ward I. was born at this place, from, 
thence called Edmund of Woodftock; 
as well as Edward, eldeft fon of 
Edward III. commonly known by 
the appellation of the Black Prince, 
; whofe early valour and brilliant ex- 
ploits, joined to the moft polifhed and 
conciliating manners, endear his me- 
mory to every lover of his country. 
This gallant prince, who died at the 
age of 46, is faid once to have refid- 
cd at the manfion anciently called 
Prince's Place, now Dr. Mavor's 
academy. Woodftock is likewife the 
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birth place of Thomas, the ^ixth 
fon of Edward III. furnalned in his- 
tory from the fite of his nativity. 

CAaucer^ the father of Englifli 
poetiy^ fpent Tome of his happieft 
hours at Wbodftock ; and if we 
make allowance for the nift of age, 
and the obfolete modes of di<9:ion 
that now obfcure his works^ no one 
has ever equalled him in the various 
walks of poetry he adopted. Chau- 
cer's houfe was iituated at the right 
angle of the area before the triumphal 
gate which has been previoufly men- 
tioned : the fite is at prefent occupied 
by Mr. Prior; and though few re- 
mains of antiquity are now to be 
traced, the traveller of tafte never 
fails to eye the fpot with a fond en- 
thufiafm : he venerates the refidence 
of original genius j and blames that 

fpirit 
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fpirit of improvement which has ob- 
literated vcftiges, that ought to have 
been deemed facred by every Briton* 
Several writers of reputation mention 
a huge folio of his works in MS. 
chained to a reading defk in his houfe, 
and which is faid to have been ex- 
tant in . the beginning of the prefent 
century, or the end of the laft : that 
it once exifted we have no doubt; 
but the precife time when it difap- 
peared, and what has become of itj^ 
are totally unknown. * 

Akenfide's infcription i(X a ftatue of 
the ancient bard, though his memory 
does not ftand in need of fuch frail 
memorials, nor is likely to obtain 
them, will not be improperly fub- 
joined, nor appear inapplicable to the 
purpofe for which it was intended. 
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Such was old Chaucer, fuch the placid mien 
Of him who firft with hannony inform'd 
The language of our fathers. Here he dwelt 

For many a cheerful day. Thefe ancient walls 

Have often heard him while his legends blithe 

He fang of love or knighthood, or the wiles 

Of homely life, thro' each eftate and age 

The fafhions and the follies of the world 

With cunning hand pourtraying. Tho' perchance 

From Blenheim's towers, O ftranger! thou art 

come 
Glowing with Church ill's trophies, yet in vain 
Doft thou applaud them if thy breaft be cold 
To him this other hero, who in times 

Dark and untaught began with charming verfe 
To tame the rudenefs of his native land* 

With regard to the formercelebrity 
of this place we may add, that the 
Princefs Elizabeth was confined at 
Woodftock by her cruel filler Queen 

Mary; 
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Mary ; and her life was once in the 
moft imminent danger, from a fire 
that broke out under the room where 
flie flept; but whether this fire 
was kindled intentionally, or merely 

« 

through accident, remains among the 
number of undeveloped myfteries 
with which the path of antiquity is 
ftrewed. While here, fhe is reported 
to have flied tears on feeing a milk- 
maid, finging, pafs before the window 
of her prifon, and to have expreffed j. 

a wifh that fhe had been born to a ^1 

i. 

fituation as humble and as happy ; a i 

circumflance on which the elegant j 

and plaintive Shenflonehas beauti- i 
fully enlarged. 

Hark to yonder milk-maid finging 
Cheerly o'er the brimming pail j 
Cpwflips all around her fpringing, 
Sweetly paint the golden vale. ' 

M 3 Never 
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( i66 ) 

Never yet did courtly maiden 
Move fo ^rightly, look fo fair % 
Never breaft with jewels laden. 
Pour a fong fo void of care. 

WouM indulgeat Heaven had granted 
Me fame rural tkuAfel's part ! 
All the enopire I had wanted 
Then, had l^een my Aiej^rd^s heart. 

The following verfes were written 
with charcoal on the window fhutter 
of the room where flie was confined. 
They are the composition of a great 
Queen, and derive th^ir chief merit 

from this peculiarity. 

Oh Fortune ! how thy rcftlfffe wa>«ring ftate 
Hath fraught with cares my troubled witt, 
Witnefs this prcfcnt priibnn whither Fate 
Could bear me, and the joys I quit. 
Thou caufedft the guiltie to be lofed 
From bandes wherein are innocents inclofed ; 

Cauijng 
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Caufing the guiltlcs to be ftraites rcfervcd. 
And freeing thofe that death well deferved ; 
But by her malice can be nothing wroughte. 
So God fend to my foes all they have thoughte. 

Elizabethe Prisoner. 
AnnoDom. 1555. 

During the time of the civil wars, 
the Palace, as has been previoufly 
mentioned, fuffered irreparable da- 
mage, chiefly by the .mercenary and 
rapacious difpofition of the ufurper 
and his dependents, by whom part 
of the very materials were expofed 
to fale in 16^^. The commiflioners 
who aflTembled here in 1 649, by or- 
der of the Rump Parliament, to fur- 
vey the royal property, and had ta- 
ken up their refidence in the king^s 
apartments, were terribly alarmed 
by fuppofed fpirits, which inceflantly 

I diflurbed 
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difturbed their reft during their ftay ; 
but the real ador in this farce, was 
one Joe Collins, fince called the mer- 
ry devil of Woodftock, though at that 
time dignified with the epithet of 
Juft. This man, it feems, was a 
royalift, and anxious to imprefs the 
commiflioners with an idea of fuper- 
natural agency againft their proceed- 
ings; and perhaps their ^ own con- 
fciences aided the impofture. 

A circumftance of this kind would 
have been deemed unworthy regard, 
had it not been to introduce a remark 
on the triumph of true philofophy, 
and the decline of fuperftition. A 
learned doftor, a profeflbr in the 
Univerfity, in the reign of Charles 

» 

II. fills feveral pages of his book on 
Natural Hiftory with a detail of the 
pranks of this imaginary demon, 
among other reveries as ridiculous, 

which 
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which at this period would difgracc 
the belief of anility. What a pleafing 
revolution ! Science is now no longer 
obfcured by barbarous hypothefes, nor 
true religion fuUied, by faith in de- 
mons liceufed to range, and witches 
permitted to torment. 



WOO D S T O C K. 

THE borough of Woodstock is 
fituated on an eminence, near the 
banks of the Glyme, and enjoys 
every local advantage. It is governed 
by a mayor, aldermen, and common 
council ; and returns two burgefles to 
ferve in parliament. 

The immunities and franchifes 
conferred on this corporation, by the 

favour 
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favour of our ancient fovereigns, are 
pretty confiderable : in particular. 
Queen Elizabeth was a great bene- 
fa<a:or ; and if it were not invidious 
to exhibit living charaders to public 
view, Woodftock might now boaft of 
a patron, whofe munificence eclipfes 
that of all the kings and queens 
that ever honoured it with their 
refidence. The town-hall and the 
church will be lafting monuments of 
liberality in expence, — of utility in 
its application ! 

» 

The inns furnifh the beft enter- 
tainment and accommodation to tra- 
vellers. The inhabitants manufac- 
ture fteel and gloves to a very confix 
derable extent ; and in both branches, 
the peculiar excellence of their fa- 
bricks has gained them diftinguifhed 
pre-eminence. In one refpedi, they 

have 
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have left the fable of Midas no longe? 
an objeft of wonder : at thdr touch 
the old nails of a horfe*fhoe arc con- 
verted into articles of infinitely 
greater price, according totheir weight| 

than the pureft gold. 

About thirty years ago, in pulling 
down an old building near the church, 
feveral pieces of ancient coin were 
found, and among them two of the 
Emperor Vespasian, with this 
infcription round the head, in cha- 
radlers very legible and neat, " Ves- 
PA SI ANUS Rom. Imp. Aug. On the 
reverfe Jud^a capta. The Ro- 
mans indubitably had feveral ftations 
in this vicinity : Alefti Caftra, or 
Alc HESTER on the Akeman, was 
lefs than ten miles diftant ; and the 
teflellated pavement near Stonesfidd 
is an unqueftionable veftige of that 

^nce 
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once potent nation. But this is not 
intended as a work on antiquities — if 
it were, the field is open : yet who 
would prefer exploring the earth for 
urns, rufty coins, and half obliterated 
caftrametations, to the contemplation 
of living art and blooming nature, 
arrayed in their gayeft drefs, and cap- 
tivating with their brighteft charms ! 




FINIS. 



